
Everyone is welcome. Please join us for the whole
time, for one hour, or for even just a few minutes.
Whatever your schedule allows! 
During this time there will be exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, recitation of the Rosary with
meditations centered on pro-life themes, hymns of
praise led by Brandon & Cassie Schetgen, Scripture
reading and meditation by Deacon Travis King,
and Benediction. There will also be periods of quiet
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament throughout the
evening. and confession will be available.

Night of Prayer for Life
Tuesday, December 12th

6:00 - 8:00pm
St. Columbkille Parish 

(1240 Rush St, Dubuque, IA 52003)

Traditionally we have held the National Night of Prayer for Life on December 8, the day that
Catholics celebrate the feast of Immaculate Conception. It was on the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception that Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas and the
Unborn, first appeared to St. Juan Diego. On December 12, the Church celebrates the feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe, which is also an appropriate day to pray for the protection of all
human life. 

Saturday, December 9th                1pm - 4pm 
Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc. Office 

(2205 Carter Road, Dubuque) 

Please join us for this year’s DCRTL Christmas Party!
We will have cookies, hot cocoa, crafts, fun Christmas
treats, and everyone’s favorite Christmas music in the
background for you. As a special surprise for the
kiddos, Santa will arrive at 2:30pm! So come and have a
grand time, and be filled with Christmas cheer.
EVERYONE is invited! 

$10 (or any amount) Gas Cards for Casey’s or Kwik Star;
 

$25 (or any amount) gift cards for Walmart, HyVee, or Aldi;
Beauty Shop gift certificate, or Creative Lab Gift Certificate. 

This year we are honoring Mary’s Inn with gifts
at our Christmas Party and they are in need of
the below items. Please consider blessing them by
bringing to the party one of the following: 

DCRTL Christmas Party

DECEMBER 2023  VOLUME 26 NUMBER 12
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December 2023

Friday, 
December 1 Final day to order Butter Braids

Saturday,
December 9

DCRTL Christmas Party 
1-4pm - DCRTL Office

Tuesday,
December 12

Butter Braid Pickup 
DCRTL Office

Tuesday,
December 12

Night of Prayer for Life
St. Columbkille’s - 6pm

Thursday,
December 21 Board of Directors Meeting

Monday,
December 25 Merry Christmas!

Thursday,
December 28

Holy Hour - 7:00pm
St. John the Baptist, Peosta

January 2024

Monday,
January 1 Happy New Year!

Tuesday,
January 9

Equipped for Life Course begins
DCRTL Office - 9:45am

Thursday,
January 18 Board of Directors meeting

Friday,
January 19 National March for Life

Thursday,
January 25

Holy Hour - 7:00pm
St. John the Baptist, Peosta

Holiday Office Hours
December 25 & 26
office closed
          December 27 & 28
          office open 9am-12 noon
               December 29 & January 1
               office closed
                    January 2
                    office open 12pm - 4pm

Wish List
Postage stamps

Office Personnel: 
Augustine Payne
Executive Director

Grace Van Petten
Outreach Associate 
(part-time)

Board of Directors: 
Cait Dolehide 
Chairman 
Art Gilloon
Vice-Chairman 
Sara McDonald
Secretary 
Kris Pregler
Treasurer

Board Members:
Marian Bourek
Darby Callahan
Laura Dolehide
Anna Durr
Colleen Myers
Jessica Pennington
Cassie Schetgen
 
Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960
dcrtl@dcrtl.org
www.dcrtl.org 

Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm
Weekends: Closed 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 

Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public about
the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.

Volume 26, Number 12
Published Monthly

December 2023
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Dear Pro-Life Friends, 
By this time, most of you have heard about the results of the Ohio amendment to
include abortion in the Ohio Constitution. Sadly, it passed 57% to 43%. More on the
legal side can be found in Art’s Legislative Update on page five.
The most cited reason why it passed was the money spent. The pro-aborts had more
available funds and far outspent the pro-life side by almost 2-1. This has also been the
most cited reason why we lost in the prior ballot initiatives in other states. Following
the results in Ohio, there was one unique statement out of all the statements that I read
(I only read a fraction of them). It came from Kristan Hawkins with Students for Life.
She used the image of David and Goliath.
She stated that if we are going to continue trying to fight Goliath the Goliath way, we
will lose. We need to learn how to fight more like David with our slingshot and five
smooth stones. When I shared that thought with my wife, Molly, she reminded me that
David also didn't wear any armor in the battle with Goliath. Wow! If you go back and
read this story in 1 Samuel chapter 17, David tried on the armor but quickly took it off
because it had hindered him from moving freely as he was not used to wearing armor.
He brought his staff, a slingshot, and five smooth stones to battle Goliath, who had a
much bigger physique than David.
David not only fought a different way in appearance, he fought in the name of the
Lord. He knew it was not just through his own strength that he would defeat Goliath.
There are many examples in history of God’s intervention causing a conversion of
people and bringing about a victory.
There are also secular examples where money does not win the day. How do lower-
budget teams win in sports? They know their end goal, create a strategy to get there,
and bring the right players together to execute that strategy. My favorite example is the
2005 White Sox, who won the World Series in a year when their payroll was thirteenth
out of all of the major league teams that year.
Money still matters. We just can’t be ultra focused on how much we are spending
compared to the other side. Rather, let us look at our actions to see if they are being
fruitful. With the overturn of Roe v. Wade last year and since losing several ballot
initiatives, in order for the pro-life side to win, we need to rethink our strategy on what
it takes to make abortion unthinkable. This is not something that comes overnight;
rather, we must think hard about what we must do to win our culture for LIFE. We
entrust the results of our efforts to the Lord, that He will change the hearts and minds
in our area.
On Tuesday, December 12th, we will gather at St. Columbkille’s to pray that the Lord
will bless our efforts to bring an end to abortion in our country, and that the people
who support abortion will be converted. If you are able to, please join us.
If you are unable to join us for our night of prayer or for our Christmas party on
December 9th, I hope you have a blessed season of preparing for the coming of the
newborn Christ, as well as a joy-filled Christmas!
For Life,

P.S. As you will see in this newsletter, we have a treasurer!! Many thanks to John
Freund for continuing to be in that position as we sought someone to fill the role.

Augustine Payne

A NOTE FROM AUGUSTINE PAYNE, 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



The perfect opportunity is available to ALL,
to purchase these delicious pastries while
supporting the Pro-Life Cause
These pastries are perfect to have on hand for
a quick treat, or of course breakfast during
the busy Christmas season. Below are the
available flavors. Whichever one(s) you
choose, we promise you’ll be satisfied! 
Cost: $16/each ($6.50 of that will go directly
towards DCRTL)

To order your Butter Braids, contact the
DCRTL office at 563-556-5960 or via email
at dcrtl@dcrtl.org.
Final Order Deadline: Please call or email
your order by Friday, December 1st.
Pick-Up Date & Time: Please pick up your
order on Tuesday, December 12th, at the
DCRTL office.

Available flavors:
Apple

Blueberry Cream Cheese
Cinnamon

Cream Cheese
Raspberry

Strawberry Cream Cheese
Caramel Rolls (9 per package)

Cinnamon Rolls (9 per package)

Butter Braids!

Pastor Tom and Mindy
Brennan for Kleenexes!
Laura Dolehide, Marian
Bourek, & Colleen Myers
for their help in the office!
Loras Duhawks for Life
for doing an outreach
event on campus with
Emily Albrecht and
Augustine Payne. We
were able to have 26
conversations with people
who were pro-choice!
Beckman, Church of the
Resurrection, Marquette,
Mazzuchelli, Seton, Tri-
State Christian,
University of Iowa
Students for Life, UW
Platteville, Cindy
Kohlmann with Voices of
the Tri-State, and
Wahlert, for hosting our
Respect Life Month
speaker, Emily Albrecht! 
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When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is
engraved on our memorial plaque, displayed in our office. Simply send us, along with your
gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family to
whom you’d like the acknowledgement sent. We’ll be happy to send a card.

Memorials & Honorariums

Fred & Brigid Ganter (wedding anniversary)...............................................Fred Ganter
Chuck & JoAnn Olson (50th wedding anniversary).....................................Denise Hoeg
St. Therese the Little Flower..................................................................Carla Averkamp

In Honor of:

In Memory of:
Lloyd & Rosella Gibbs (70th wedding anniversary)......................Roger & Lynne Gibbs
Alice Ann Green....................................Ed & Nancy Bandstra, William & Mary Hickle
Alice Laaker....................................................................................Patricia Heiderscheit
Ann Lattner................................................................................William & Mary Lange
Sr. Lois Lehmann, PBVM.............................................................Tom & Beth Simpson
Deb Ostwinkle..............................................................................Roger & Lynne Gibbs
Betty Sieverding........................................................................................Colleen Myers
Doris Wessels................................................................................Roger & Lynne Gibbs



Dear Pro-life Friends---
What a difference a new Iowa Attorney General makes! You may recall that former
Iowa Attorney General Tom Miller would not defend Iowa’s heartbeat law. In a
wonderful contrast, Iowa Attorney General Brenna Bird has not only appealed the Iowa
District court’s suppression of the Heartbeat Law, but has now filed her first brief (i.e.
written argument) as Attorney General with the Iowa Supreme Court. Upon filing her
brief with the court, Attorney General Bird commented, 
"No right is more valuable than the right to life…We know that every moment counts when
it comes to protecting the unborn and are working diligently to ensure the Heartbeat Law is
upheld. I’m confident that the law is on our side, and we will continue fighting to defend the
right to life in court."
(If you would like to read Attorney General Bird’s brief, enter the following link into your
browser: https://www.iowaattorneygeneral.gov/search?q= and then enter the search words,
“Planned Parenthood”).
On another front, Attorney General Bird joined 19 other state Attorneys General in a
legal brief filed with the U.S Supreme Court, asking it to uphold an April 5, 2023, ruling
from the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals that halted mail-order abortions that put
women’s lives at risk, condemned the improper FDA approval process for the drug, and
restored strict limits on chemical abortions. Again, it makes a BIG difference that Iowa
now has a pro-life Attorney General.
In some sad news, a majority of Ohioans recently voted to insert abortion rights into
their state constitution. While this is bad news, perhaps pro-lifers in Ohio can follow the
model being set in Michigan. There, Michigan pro-life forces have sued to overturn
Michigan’s pro-abortion amendment to its state constitution. You may recall that in
November, 2022, Michigan voters approved pro-abortion language, amending the state
constitution of Michigan. A pro-life lawsuit seeks to annul the amendment, and
rightfully claims that it illegally overrides parental rights regarding their minor children,
endangers the medical practice of pro-life physicians who refuse to perform abortions,
and wrongfully denies the Michigan legislature’s right to make appropriate laws
regarding abortion as Michigan’s elected representatives. To read more about this
lawsuit, go to liveaction.org.
Also, be aware that our neighbors to the west are threatened by Planned Parenthood,
the ACLU of Nebraska, the Women’s Fund, and other pro-abortion groups who have
filed a petition proposal that seeks to insert unlimited abortion through all nine months
of pregnancy in the Nebraska state constitution. Nebraska law currently protects
unborn children after 12-weeks gestation, prohibits mail-order abortion death pills, has
a 24-hour waiting period, and has parental consent provisions. Under the proposed pro-
abortion amendment, all these protective pro-life laws would be negated. Spread the
word that the fight is on to protect the unborn and women in Nebraska.
Note that in Iowa, a constitutional amendment may only be put to a vote after being
passed in two successive legislative sessions, so Iowa is protected (at least for now) by a
Republican-controlled pro-life senate and house in Des Moines. It is very important to
know who the pro-life candidates are in every election. Currently, in Iowa, the
Republican candidates do not support a pro-abortion amendment, but Democrats
would.
Here’s some news regarding pro-lifers fighting back against wrongful prosecutions.
Pennsylvania Pro-life activist Mark Houck, who was found not guilty of violating the
FACE Act when he pushed an abortion harasser away from his 12-year-old son, has
now sued the Department of Justice for wrongfully charging him. The Department of
Justice used 20 heavily-armed federal agents to storm his home at dawn on September
23, 2022.                                                                                              Continued on page 7...
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by Art Gilloon, DCRTL Board Member & Attorney



Board Member Candidates
(in alphabetical order)

Kris Pregler Introduction:
Kris Pregler was born and raised in Dubuque IA and is the youngest
of 4 children belonging to Robert and Shirley McLaughlin. Kris
married her husband Mark in 1995 and they have one son and two
grandchildren. She and her husband are self-employed and run their
own Real Estate and Property Management Company. She attended
St. Joseph the Worker Catholic School from 1st - 8th grade then went
on to graduate from Dubuque Senior High School. She moved to 

Board of Directors Elections
Congratulations to your re-elected members of the board of directors: Laura Dolehide,
Jessica Pennington, and Cassie Schetgen! We are appreciative for their past service on the
Board, and we are so excited that they have decided to continue to serve for another term. 
Welcome to Kris Pregler who was nominated at the Membership Meeting and unanimously
elected to serve on the Board. Please see below to learn more about Kris! 
Thank you to Martha Schmid for your service on the Board! Martha has decided to take a
break from the Board of Directors. We are grateful for her service on the Board.
At our last Board of Directors meeting, the board unanimously nominated Cait Dolehide as
Chairman, Art Gilloon as Vice-Chairman, Sara McDonald as Secretary, Kris Pregler as
Treasure! We thank you for being willing to serve in this capacity.

Going South for the winter??
Please contact the DCRTL office (reception@dcrtl.org; 563-556-5960) with your winter
address and the dates during which you will be gone. You may choose to have us
discontinue the monthly newsletters or have them sent to your winter address. We can
also make sure you receive it via email! 

We are seeking a candidate who passionately wants to build a culture that protects the
pre-born child, supports pregnant mothers, and advocates for the right to life for the
disabled and elderly. We need an Outreach Coordinator to help us get our message out
to the community. This is accomplished through a monthly newsletter to over 2,000
people, coordinating large and small events, running social media pages, setting up
programs in the schools, connecting with key people in the community, and much
more. No two days are the same.
As one of the main people that our members and the general public will interact with,
we are in search of someone who has strong interpersonal skills, while also working in a
role that is results driven. The applicant must also have technology skills. As a small
team, we also do the little things such as cleaning the office and keeping it organized. If
you, or you know someone who desires to build a culture of Life in the Tri-state area,
we would love to chat.
You can apply by sending your resume and letter of introduction to Augustine Payne at
apayne@dcrtl.org. If you have any questions, you can email or call us at 563-556-5960.

 Outreach CoordinatorNow Hiring -  

Minnesota after graduating high school where she was first introduced to the Pro-Life
movement. She has been a passionate advocate ever since. Kris moved back to the
Dubuque area in 2020. In 2023 she attended the Equipped for Life seminar at DCRTL
and was part of the team that volunteered at the 2023 Dubuque County Fair to educate
and create dialogue about every human's right to life. She feels that God has placed her
in the right place at the right time in order to allow her to step into the duties as
Treasurer for DCRTL and to continue the mission to save lives.
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Legislative Update (continued from page 5)
Even after Houck offered to voluntarily appear on an arrest warrant, 20 federal agents
raided his home and terrorized his family. They needlessly aimed rifles and handguns at
his wife as her children cowered in fear behind him. For more on this lawsuit, which
seeks $4.3 million in damages, check out Lifenews.com.
Thanks for reading and staying informed.
Arthur F. Gilloon, Attorney at Law

High School Senior Scholarship Contest

Available to: Graduating high school seniors who plan to attend college. 
Scholarship Amount: Up to $10,000 is available to be awarded between the applicants,
at the discretion of the judging committee. 
Expectations:  Students must submit a written copy of an original speech (5-10 minutes
in length) on the topic “Advancing Pro-Life Ideas to Next Generations: Goals and
Strategies.”
Students must submit evidence of service hours logged in the cause of protecting
human life.  Students must submit one (1) recommendation letter describing individual
commitment to some aspect of the DCRTL mission. 
Please go to www.dcrtl.org/scholarships for more information and to apply. The
deadline to apply is Monday, February 26, 2024, at 11:59pm CST. 
Finalists will be chosen by the quality of their written speech, as well as logged service
hours, and the recommendation letter. 
Finalists must be available to participate in a speech presentation at the DCRTL office
on the morning of Saturday, March 30, 2024. 
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The Equipped for Life Course provides a fresh approach to
the dialogue about abortion. Equal Rights Institute
developed this method from thousands of conversations with
pro-choice people. We want to continue to introduce this
approach to our members. The seminar will help you have
charitable dialogues with anyone regardless of their religious
or political beliefs. 

Each meeting will include learning the topic of the day, time
for discussion, and practicing with fellow pro-lifers. If you
can’t attend a certain day during the course, we have a plan
for you. The topics we will cover are: Habits of Highly
Ineffective Pro-Lifers, Practical Dialogue Tips, Trot Out a
Toddler, The Biological Case for the Unborn, The
Philosophical Case for the Unborn, The Question of Rape,
and Bodily Rights Arguments.

This is FREE and kids are welcome.

Every Tuesday - January 9th - February 20th - 9:45am -11:15am (7 sessions)
Two Saturdays - March 2nd & 9th - 9am - 1pm (2 sessions - Lunch is provided) 

Upcoming training sessions are:

Equipped for Life 
Course



 08

PLA Week Highlights



 
[__]  I/We would like this to remain anonymous
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 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND 
 LIFE!

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #510
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #765
 Dickeyville, Kieler
 & Cuba City, WI

 Council #930
 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Cascade, IA

 Council #4236
 La Motte
 & Key West, IA

 Ph. 563-556-6788
 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa

Remember those whom we’ve lost over the
years. A loved one, a friend, a child through
miscarriage, stillbirth, abortion, etc.….
We will have the Memorial Christmas Tree
displayed in the front of our office, decorated
with handmade angel feather ornaments, each
one in remembrance of someone special. 
If you would like us to display an ornament to
remember that someone this Christmas season,
please fill out the below memorial slip and mail it
to DCRTL (2205 Carter Road, Dubuque, IA
52001).

Memorial Christmas Tree

In Memory of:  

___________________________________

Your Name:      

___________________________________

Your Address:  

___________________________________

                           
___________________________________
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culture of life! 

 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for legal 
 services and the choice of a lawyer are 
 extremely important decisions and should 
 not be base solely upon advertisements 
 or self-proclaimed expertise. This 
 disclosure is required by the rule of the 
 Supreme Court of Iowa.

 
“Do whatever He tells you.”

                                     John 2:5  
 

Jesus wants YOU  
to save the babies. 

 
John & Ellen Markham 

 

Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 

 Attention Moms!
 Make a difference
 Work from home
 Laura Dolehide

 Independent Reliv Distributer
 563-590-5952

 www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 582-5323

 Supporting Life
 and promoting 

 vocations
 to the priesthood
 and religious life.

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye

6500 Chavenelle Rd. Dubuque, IA 52002

dbqscrewproducts.com
(563) 583-2770

ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED
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 J OH N D OLEHI DE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991   or   800-550-4900

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

In Loving Memory of: 

Bud Portz 
& 

Mary Mormann 

In Memory of
Larry & Renee

Friedman

Pray for
 an end

to abortion.



(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME
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 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083 John & Ellie Freund

 S ACRED  H EART

 OF  J ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 

Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 

 

(563) 583-8271�

 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-557-7041 Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

 G OD
 is

 P RO -L IFE

 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org

 LIZ C USHMAN
 USA Coordinator

 United in prayer
 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~

 Kathleen Conlon, Kevin Conlon, Nancy Conlon
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 All life is precious!

 
 
 

Jesus exclaimed to  
St. Faustina, 

 
“How very much 

I desire the 
salvation of 

souls!” 
 3860 Asbury Rd.•Dubuque • 563.582.5222•www.hskfhcares.com

 Life is precious.
 We believe every life
 is a gift from God.

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”
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 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952

 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
 Jer. 1:5

�������	
���

 “If people spent an hour a week in 
 Eucharistic Adoration,

 abortion would be ended.”
 +Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

 If you would like to know more
 about being a regular adorer at the 

 Power of Prayer Adoration Chapel,
 or if you are willing to sub
 occasionally, please contact

 Melissa Noel, 563-564-6365 or 
 powerofprayerchapel@outlook.com
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