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Abortion Recovery Proclamation Signing
On April 26th, Governor Kim Reynolds signed a proclamation that declared the month of
April in Iowa as "Abortion Recovery Month". This is to help raise awareness of the
devastating affects abortion has on women, men, and families, and to promote resources of
hope and healing. Thank you to our fellow pro-life friends for joining in support of this annual
proclamation and a special thank you to Governor Reynolds for this opportunity!
Pray for an end to Roe v Wade, the Supreme Court Justices, and for the healing of those who
have been impacted by abortion.

Congratulations DCRTL
Scholarship Winners!

John C. Freund
Walhert Catholic
High School

Kaylee Koos
Marquette Catholic
High School

Holly Schmitt
South Winneshiek
High School

Natalie Clemen
Dubuque Senior
High School

Their speeches can be heard on our Facebook post from April 16th.

If you, or you know anyone interested in the Executive
Assistant position, please reach out. For more details on the
position, reach out to Augustine Payne.
A superior candidate will be ambitious, trustworthy, and passionate across all Pro-Life
matters. This position will require the capacity to execute specific projects while
balancing critical day-to-day office operations in an organized and competent manner.
Specific abilities to succeed in this role are Communication, professionalism, teamoriented, and customer service skills. Prior experience with technology (Microsoft Office
Programs, social media, contact database management, mail merge, etc.) is desired.
Compensation will be commensurate with experience.
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Augustine Payne
Executive Director
Board of Directors:
Cassie Schetgen
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Arthur F. Gilloon, Esq.
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Sara McDonald
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Anna Durr
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Board Members:
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Jessica Pennington
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Contact Us:
2205 Carter Road
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(563) 556-5960
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www.dcrtl.org
Office Hours:
Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm
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Dyersville Office:
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, Iowa 52040
(563) 875-9152
Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public about
the dangers of abortion,
euthanasia and infanticide.

May 2022
May 2022
Friday,
May 6th
11am-4pm

Rose Bouquet pick-up
DCRTL Office

Sunday,
May 8th

Happy Mother's Day!

Tuesday,
May 17th
6:30-7:30pm

Healing our Hearts

Mother's Day roses available at local churches

(Post abortion support group)

DCRTL Office

Thursday,
May 19th

Board of Directors Meeting

Sunday,
May 22nd
7:30am 12:00 noon

Knight of Columbus “Save the Baby”
Breakfast Fundraiser St. Columbkille Presentation Hall

Thursday,
May 26th

@ 7:00 p.m.

Monday,
May 30th

Holy Hour for Respect of Life
St. John the Baptist Church, Peosta
Memorial Day - offices closed

June 2022
John Deer Classic Birdies for Charity
Fundraising Initiative
Friday,
June 10th

Deadline for Final Pledges to be
Mailed to Birdies for Charity

Thursday,
June 16th

Board of Director's Meeting

Sunday,
June 19th

Happy Father's Day!

Tuesday,
June 21st
6:30-7:30pm

Healing our Hearts

Thursday,
June 23rd
6:30-7:30pm

Holy Hour for Respect of Life
St. John the Baptist Church, Peosta

(Post abortion support group)

DCRTL Office

July 1st
Deadline for Late pledges to be sent to Birdies for Charity
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A NOTE FROM AUGUSTINE PAYNE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Thank you to everyone who helped us in setting up the Life Dinner for a
delightful evening! We could not have done it without our great team of
volunteers.
If you have talents you would like to use to build a culture of LIFE, we
have a variety of opportunities. Some things that come to mind are:
A few people to clean the office on a Friday or Monday. People to help spruce up our gardens
as spring is upon us. Each month, we send out a newsletter to over 2,000 covering some topic
related to LIFE. There are multiple parts to play in order for that to happen, from forming
content, to designing, to proofreading the final version. Writers being available to write
letters to the editor (we are here to help on the research side) and press releases. Event
Planning and advertising those events. On our website, I would like to add more content and
update the look. Maybe you or you know young people who enjoy social media, that is a key
avenue where we can be reaching younger people with our message. If you think of ways
outside of this list, please do not hesitate to reach out to the office. Hopefully we will have an
assistant soon. But by forming an army of volunteers, I will be able to be out in the
community more spreading the message of a culture of life to those who have not
encountered it yet.

When Roe v. Wade is overturned (because whether it is this year or a year down the road, it
will be overturned), we must continue to be active in educating our culture. The liberal media
is portraying it as legal abortion will be over, unfortunately that is not the case…yet. If you
have time and talents you would like to dedicate to the cause, please reach out to our office to
learn how to get involved.
Puls Family Update:
We are sorry to inform you that Mark Puls passed away on Sunday, May 1st, at 11:59pm. We
are grateful to the Puls family for their witness to the dignity of life - to live each day to the
fullest. Please continue to keep the family in your prayers. We will continue the meal train
for the Puls family through the end of May to continue supporting them through this difficult
time. If you would like to provide a meal, the link to sign up is on our homepage. Thank you
to all who have brought meals to them and for all of the prayers!
Mother's Day
I would like to wish all mothers a belated happy Mother’s Day! I hope you had a blessed and
happy day. It’s great to have a day every year where we recognize the sacrifice that you give
and the beauty of motherhood. One of my favorite quotes is, “The most important person on
earth is a mother. She cannot claim the honor of having built Notre Dame Cathedral. She
need not. She has built something more magnificent than any cathedral - a dwelling for an
immortal soul, the tiny perfection of her baby's body.” Jozsef Cardinal Mindszenty Thank
you, mothers, for all you do - the list is far too long to begin here. One that can go sometimes
unnoticed, Tom Brennan of Bible Baptist Church, covers it on page seven. Thank you, Pastor
Brennan, for sharing this with Dubuque County Right To Life.
Happy Spring!

Augustine Payne
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Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:
Mary Mormann ..........................................................................................................
Brian & Laura Kennedy, John & Catherine Darrah, Pam Mormann, Ashley Stackis,
Steve & Janel Stoffel, Vincent & Marje Schuster, Dave & Trudy Behrendson, Jack
& Maria Smith, Tom & Sheila Neuhaus, David & Mary Keil, Mike & Linda Portz,
Dorrance & Theresa Kedley, Pat & Mary Bousslot, Joan Anstoetter, Lavern Anglin,
Greg & Susan Kedley, Mary & Phil Bousslot, Chuck Portz, Steve Bousselot, Greg
& Karen Burgmeir, Ross & Judy Cummings, Terry & Joan Mormann, Kevin &
Lynn Franslubber, Mary Lou Schmitt, Tom & Jean Farrell, Kirk & Anette Bourd,
Tony & Sandy Amberg, Rose Flynn, Paul & Mary Freisinger, Karl & Karen Fleege,
Donna Strum, Jane Orris, Pat McComish, Fr. Phil Kruse, Jerry & Jane Jesenover,
Merle & Lynn Ambrosy, Paula & Calvin Ganong, Susie & Dave Dubois, Dan &
Elaine Wessels, Dennis Frye, Randy & Carmen Mormann, Bev & John Nelson,
Craig & Leaha Brittacher, Janet & Darwin Jones, Jill & Mike Baumhover, Diane &
Chuck Herrig, Jean & Shorty Casel, Dick & Bev Anstoetter, Rob & Rhionda
Ferguson, Cindy McDermott, Carl & Lisa Mormann, Jim & Deb Kennedy, Mike &
Christine Bousselot, Mike & Marilyn Noel, Robert & Theresa Ostwinkle, Patricia
Bousselot, Tom & Beth Simpson, Joseph & Katherine Jasper, Lloyd & Judy
Kennedy, David & Rose Schneider,
Richard Holzer..........................................................................Matt & Marcine Tracy
Laverne Erdmann.......................................................................Tom & Beth Simpson
Karen Funke................................................................................Neil & Linda Hoeger
Charlie Vaske............Mary Jo & Steven Scott and K of C Dubourg Assembly #1573
Irene Heeren.............................................................................Dan & Barb Nicholson
Coni Beth Crocher....................................................................Dan & Barb Nicholson
Ruth Lehmann.........................................Patricia Heiderscheit, Tom & Beth Simpson
Larry & Darlene Devine........................................................David & Rose Schneider
Earl & Esther Brehm.............................................................David & Rose Schneider
Annie Schroeder.........................................................................Tom & Beth Simpson
Shirley Klostermann...................................................................Tom & Beth Simpson
LaVonne Biermann............................................................................Margie Lehmann
Bernice Vorwald...............................................................................Ray & Kay Tauke

In Honor of:
Mary Lou Gravel (90th birthday)..........................................Timothy & Karen Gravel

Mother's Day Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:
Myra Mary Walsh.............................................................Dr. David & Eva Stabenow
In Honor of:
Abby Moore...............................................................................Jessie & Karen Steger
Amy Winsky..............................................................................Jessie & Karen Steger
Kristi Steger...............................................................................Jessie & Karen Steger
Kristie Stump.............................................................................Jessie & Karen Steger
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Pastor’s Corner - Pastor Tom Brennan - Bible Baptist Church
A Saintly Mother
“Be a gentle man,” she whispered, then turning around, walked back down
the hallway and out of sight. I was twenty-six years old, standing backstage
about to walk out the side door for my wedding. My mother had asked for a
moment alone with me at the very last minute. I leaned down, her little four
foot ten inch inch frame straining to reach up to my ear. “Be a gentle man,”
she whispered.
I have never forgotten those words. Again and again they have come to me, unbidden, in the
midst of more than two decades of marriage. They have offered me wisdom and guidance.
Those words have enriched my life, my marriage, my children, and the happiness of all who
live under my roof.
They were not loud words. My mother is not loud. They were not forceful words, as the
world measures the impact of speeches of great men. Coming from a friend they would have
probably been quickly forgotten. But they did not; they came from my mother. And they
changed my life.
It is easy in the twenty-first century to under-estimate the power of motherhood. As a
concept, feminism has undermined its glory and position in the eyes of the world. But seen
through a child’s eyes, the mother still has all the glory she has ever had. William Ross
Wallace, a nineteenth century poet, said, “The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world.”
Billy Sunday, the great twentieth century evangelist said, “If you want to hit the devil use a
cradle instead of a crutch.” My saintly mother birthed me, fed me, clothed me, trained me,
taught me, and prayed for me. She prays for me still. Her words and example guide me to
this day. She has a part in any help I have ever been to any person in any way. She is
beautifully glorious in my eyes.
May is a wonderful month, my favorite of the year. The world comes back to life in a
Midwest May. But it is also wonderful because we celebrate mothers in May, and rightly so.
If you have a saintly one like me, thank God. If you are a mother, grasp the opportunity with
both hands. If you may be a mother someday, try to be one like mine. There is nothing
greater you can be.

SAVE THE BABY BREAKFAST
at St. Columbkille Parish
On Sunday May 22nd from 7:30am - 12:00 noon, the St. Columbkille
Knights of Columbus will host a free will offering breakfast to support the
Iowa K of C Ultrasound Initiative. These machines allow women in crisis
pregnancies to see their child, and choose life. The breakfast will include
made to order omelets, and all the fixings (maple sausage, ham, fruit,
homemade breakfast rolls and donuts etc. We hope you will join us in
helping SAVE THE BABIES. Blessings to all.
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PRO-LIFE COURT & LEGISLATION UPDATE
By Arthur F. Gilloon, Attorney and Board Member
Dear friends – on the legislative front, lots of news: some good, some bad.
The bad news is that Colorado, the first state to legalize abortion in 1967, just passed a law
removing every protection for children waiting to be born no matter what stage of human
development they are in, legalizing abortion on demand up to birth. In anticipation of Roe
v. Wade being reversed, Colorado voted to be a pro-death haven.
California has passed a bill that could legalize infanticide by using the term “perinatal” to
describe so-called abortion rights, potentially making it legal to let a child die after he or
she is born alive during an abortion.
The good news is that Florida and Kentucky both passed pro-life laws intended to protect
children waiting to be born after 15 weeks, and Oklahoma and Idaho have passed laws that
protect unborn children when a heartbeat can be detected.
On the home front, the good news is that the Iowa legislature continues to march toward
passage of the MOMS bill (More Options for Maternal Support). The Iowa Senate passed
this pro-life bill 32-16 on April 5th, with Dubuque area Republican Carrie Koelker casting
a pro-life vote in favor of MOMS, and Dubuque Democrat Pam Jochum voting against the
MOMS bill. It now moves to the Iowa House for consideration this month. Follow the
votes of your state representatives by going to the link and typing in “ SF 2381.” Of
course, it’s important to let them know your thoughts on this important bill BEFORE they
vote! www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/billTracking
In the Iowa Courts, we await the Iowa Supreme Court's ruling on Planned Parenthood v.
Reynolds, the 24 hour informed consent case. At the U.S. Supreme Court, we await the
decision in the Dobbs case, where we hope to see Roe v. Wade reversed. A decision could
come in these two cases anytime.
Lastly, many of you may have read about the five dead babies apparently killed by
abortion who were found in a Washington, DC home. It appears these babies were killed
at a certain Washington, DC abortion mill, and at very advanced gestational ages. One of
the dead baby girls appeared to be between 28 and 30 weeks gestation.
Now, 22 United States senators ( including Iowa’s Joni Ernst) and 46 Congressional
Representatives have demanded the Department of Justice investigate the circumstances of
these five dead babies to see if any were killed by means of partial birth abortion, which
has been illegal under federal law since 2003.
Thanks for reading, and go to DCRTL’s website at DCRTL.org, Twitter, and our
Facebook page for updates on these and other newsworthy items of prolife interest!
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President Biden Budget Proposal
Each year, the President makes a budget proposal for the fiscal year to begin on October 1st.
For fiscal year 2023, President Biden released his proposed budget which the following are
some of the key takeaways noted by Tom McClusky CatholicVote Director of Government
Affairs. 1) Eliminates the Hyde Amendment - which would allow taxpayer funding of
abortion. 2) Eliminates the Dornan amendment - which would allow the District of Columbia
to fund abortions through its Medicaid program. The last time the Dorman amendment was
not included in the budget, D.C. funded 300 abortions through Medicaid. 3) An increase in
funding for the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) from $32.5 million to $56 million
(72% increase). The UNFPA promotes abortions around the world and supports China’s
forced abortion and sterilization regime. These are just a few of the many concerns related to
Life listed in the article. The details of the budget will most likely be battled in Congress in the
coming months.
https://catholicvote.org/what-he-values-a-pro-life-analysis-of-the-biden-budget/

Hinson Legislation Will Empower Young Women to Choose Life
At the end of March, Congresswoman Ashley Hinson (IA-01) introduced the Pregnant
Students' Rights Act, legislation to ensure pregnant women are given proper information about
their rights and resources and supported on campus.
Navigating college can be difficult for pregnant students, and in many cases, women feel
pressured to end their pregnancies or risk academic failure, despite protections. Hinson's
legislation will ensure that young women know about the protections and options available to
them.
“College students who are pregnant or may become unexpectedly pregnant deserve to know
all of the resources available to them, and it is unacceptable that so many are told that abortion
is their only option. Young women should feel empowered to choose life and create the best
future for both themselves and their child.” - Congresswoman Ashley Hinson

Thank
u!
yo u

Erica Ward, Martha Schmid, Laura Dolehide and Molly Payne for help in the office. Jessica
Payne for help with the newsletter.
Laura Dolehide, Erica Ward, Jesse & Karen Steger for donating stamps.
Jessica Pennington for her help with the Easter Egg Hunt
The Life Dinner Committee and the many people who helped put on this grand event.
The Scholarship Committee and the scholarship judges who took time out of their day to help
with this contest.
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Justice for the Five
On Friday morning, March 25th, Terrisa Bukovinac and Lauren Handy of the group
Progressive Anti-Abortion Uprising (PAAU) arrived at the Washington Surgi-Clinic abortion
facility in Washington D.C. to sidewalk counsel. They saw a truck labeled Curtis Bay
Medical Waste Services parked outside. He was about to load boxes labeled bio-hazard waste
into the truck. They asked the driver if he knew what was in the box. He said he didn’t - they
told him it was likely dead babies. Lauren and Terrisa requested to take one of the boxes. To
which the driver asked what they would do with it. They said they would give the children a
proper burial. They then took the box to Lauren’s apartment where they would open up the
box on video in real time. Upon opening the box, they discovered 110 containers filled with
children’s remains who had been aborted in the first trimester.
Along with the 110 children, they discovered 5 children who appeared to further along in the
developmental stages. Terrisa and Lauren, with the advice of their lawyer, called the D.C.
Homicide Unit to come and pick up the babies who appear to be late term, hoping that
Homicide Unit would do a proper investigation to see if law had been broken. These babies
could have been old enough to survive outside the womb. According to Live Action News,
Dr. Robin Pierucci, a neonatal specialist, stated, “I can say with confidence that [four of]
these babies died at an age when they were viable, premature people.” In her Friday morning
comments, she noted that she was going to work in a NICU where she would “care for little
ones this size and age.” The photos and video of opening the box are available online, but
please know that they are graphic and very disturbing.
Another element of this disturbing story is that the children were put in a box as “Biohazard”
waste. According to Curtis Bay Energy’s website, biohazard waste is what the Curtis Bay
Energy incinerates (burns) to create “useful energy.” Not only would these children be killed
through the act of abortion, their bodies would then be used to create energy.
Unfortunately, using aborted children for energy is not uncommon. In 2014, there were
reports of this happening in the United Kingdom as well as Oregon.
The photos on page 11 were taken from Live Action News.
https://www.liveaction.org/news/curtis-bay-energy-aborted-babies-electricity/
https://www.liveaction.org/news/infant-bodies-infanticide-attempted-abortions/
Things you can do in response: Spread awareness of it: Share it on social media. If you have
never heard of this story, most likely your family and friends have not heard of it either. Call
your representatives in D.C.: see if they know about it and what they plan to do about it.
Contact D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser: Demand an autopsy and investigation into the killing of
these five children: (202) 727-2643 - the D.C. Medical Examiner is in possession of these
bodies. They must perform an autopsy and make the results public.
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

Photos taken from Live Action News

MARY’S INN

MATERNITY HOME

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

(563) 552-6288
Email:
director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website:
www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

888.433.6934
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SACRED HEART
OF JESUS,
PLEASE PROTECT
OUR FAMILIES

John & Ellie Freund

Animal Health Clinic
Dyersville, IA
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Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
563-875-6083

Peosta, Iowa
www.trappistcaskets.com

Bill & Jan Frye

Serra Club of Dubuque
P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004
Phone: (563) 582-5323

Supporting Life
and promoting
vocations
to the priesthood
and religious life.

Attention Moms!
Make a difference
Work from home
Laura Dolehide

Independent Reliv Distributer

563-590-5952

www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

OUR LADY
OF LIFE,

WORLD-CLASS PRECISION MACHINING

Matt
Scherr
President

PRAY FOR US.

6500 Chavanelle Rd
Dubuque, IA 52002
(563) 583-2770

Drs. Clark &
Ann Williams

matt.scherr@dbqscrewproducts.com

ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED
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Larry
Friedman
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JOHN DOLEHIDE, D.O.
Urology, Medical Associates
563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

“It is the right of every pregnant
woman to give birth…and the right
of every child to be born.”

221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
563-556-1991 or 800-550-4900

Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory
Ph. 563-556-6788

2595 Rockdale Road
Dubuque, Iowa

Leonard Funeral Home
believes in the dignity of life!

Knights of Columbus
Council #510
Dubuque, IA
Council #765
Dickeyville, Kieler
& Cuba City, WI
Council #930
St. Thomas Aquinas
Cascade, IA
Council #4236
La Motte
& Key West, IA

DEFEND
LIFE!

Life is precious.
We believe every life
is a gift from God.

3860 Asbury Rd.•Dubuque • 563.582.5222•www.hskfhcares.com

A G ift to Treasure

Dubuque
Advertiser
The

“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”

Council #5513
Peosta, IA
Council #7527
Bishop O’Neill Council
East Dubuque, IL
Council #7823
Epworth, IA
Council #15813
St. Columbkille
Dubuque, IA

Jesus exclaimed to
St. Faustina,

“How very much
I desire the
salvation of
souls!”

All life is precious!

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

JESUS,
I TRUST
IN YOU!

St. Anthony
Catholic Church
870 St. Ambrose St.
Dubuque, IA
563-588-0571
www.stanthony-dubuque.org

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
Jer. 1:5
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Proudly supporting

LIFE!

1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952

“If people spent an hour
a w eek in E ucharistic
A doration,abortion
w ould be ended.”

M other Teresa of C alcutta
Sign up for an hour or to sub at the
P ow er of P rayer E ucharistic A doration C hapel
C all M elissa T ittle at 563-564-6365
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MOTHERS
PRAYERS

United in prayer
we save our children

Funeral Home
1491 MAIN ST ~ (563) 582-3297
~ www.behrfuneralhome.com ~

To join or start a group contact:
usa@mothersprayers.org

Honoring the Sanctity of Life
Since 1936

LIZ CUSHMAN

Kathleen Conlon, Kevin Conlon, Nancy Conlon

USA Coordinator

is

Music/Audio

PRO-LIFE
Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

(563) 583-8271

St. Joseph’s Woodshop
Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork
built to suit our customer’s needs
Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

563-557-7041
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Standing with women &
unborn children!
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“Do whatever He tells
you.” John 2:5

Love them
BOTH!
St. Columbkille
Catholic Church
1240 Rush St., Dubuque
563-583-9117
www.stcolumbkille.net

Jesus wants YOU
to save the babies.
John & Ellen
Markham
protestpp@mchsi.com

Freund Law Firm, P.C. The determination of the need for legal
John D. Freund
Ph: (563) 587-8050
www.jdfreundlaw.com

services and the choice of a lawyer are
extremely important decisions and should
not be base solely upon advertisements
or self-proclaimed expertise. This
disclosure is required by the rule of the
Supreme Court of Iowa.
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

Rondinelli

GOD

e @dcrtlife

@righttolifedubuqu

@DCRTL

We love our friends! Please follow us on our
social media to stay up-to-date with DCRTL
events, news items, articles, and so much
more than what we can provide in this
newsletter.

Follow Us

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2205 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001

Dubuque, IA
Permit No. 13

PAID

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

