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June 2020 

 
 

Office Personnel: 
Ashley Stackis 
Execu�ve Director 
McKenna Richard 
Execu�ve Assistant 
Tina Hasken 
Recep�onist 
 

Board of Directors:  
Cassie Schetgen 
Chairman  
Arthur F. Gilloon, Esq. 
Vice-Chairman 
Sara McDonald 
Secretary 
John D. Freund, Esq. 
Treasurer 
 

Board Members: 
Leon Jensen 
Fr. Andrew Marr 
Becky McGrane 
Ka�e McGuire 
Colleen Myers 
Jessica Pennington 
Martha Schmid 

 

Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960 
dcrtl@dcrtl.org  
www.dcrtl.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Mon.—Fri.: 9am—4pm 
Weekends: Closed 
 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E. 
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 
(563) 875-9152 
 

Dubuque County Right to 
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,  
non-sectarian, educa�on  
organiza�on dedicated to 
preserving and fostering 
respect for human life 
from concep�on to natu-
ral death. We educate the 
public about the dangers 
of abor�on, euthanasia 
and infan�cide. 

 

�� Father's Day donations in honor of 
the great men in your life  

 
�� Donations toward our Birdies for 

Charity fundraising initiative (please 
see pages 6 & 7) 

June John Deere Classic Birdies for Charity  
Fundraising Initiative 

Thursday, 4th  
Membership Event: ZOOM Natural Family  
Planning Presentation and Q&A with Eben & 
Lindsey Krapfl, 7-8pm  

Friday, 12th   
National Pro-Life Bridges Day, 3-6pm,  
Pedestrian Walkway Over Hwy 20  
(near St. Joseph the Worker Church) 

Thursday, 18th  Board of Director's Meeting  

Sunday, 21st    

July 
-No Membership Event This Month 
-John Deere Classic Birdies for Charity  
 Fundraising Initiative 

Saturday, 4th  Happy Independence Day!  

Friday, 10th   Deadline for final pledges to be mailed to Birdies 
for Charity  

Thursday, 16th  Board of Director's Meeting  

Tues., 28th - 
Sun., Aug. 2nd  

TBD- DCRTL Educational Booth at the Dubuque 
County Fair  

Week 9 

Baby’s bones and cartilage 
are forming, and so are 
their tooth buds.  

Hair follicles are forming and 
the hands and feet have indi-
vidual fingers and toes. The 
fingernail and toenail beds 
also begin to develop this 
week. 

Your baby weighs a full half-
ounce, with a crown-to-
rump length of 2 to 
2¼ inches. 

Baby measures around .9 
inches and weighs about .07 
ounces. Their growth is 
picking up steam!  

Week 10   

Week 11 

Week 12 

IOWA CONSTITUTION 

 
�� Thank you to everyone who made a Mother's Day donation in honor of a woman in your 

life! A total of $900 was sent to us for this special occasion.   
 

�� Thank you for submitting pictures to be put in the Mother's Day video that McKenna put 
together! It turned out beautiful!  

As of May 14: The Iowa Legislative Session of 2020 is set to reconvene on June 3, 2020. How 
and when bills will be debated is still being determined, but the Coalition of Pro-Life Leaders 
continues to remain diligent during the suspension. The Coalition is maintaining communication 
with our legislative and executive leaders to ensure the “Protect Life” Constitutional 
Amendment to the Iowa Constitution has the best opportunity to be passed this session. It 
needs to be passed in the Iowa Legislature in both 2020 and 2021 in order to be on the ballot 
for a vote of the people in the Fall of 2021.  
 

The proposed Amendment is abortion-neutral, so the voters of Iowa will quickly see that it is a 
means of returning the decision on laws regarding abortion to the people of Iowa…where it 
belongs. It does not make abortion illegal. It does not require that pro-life or pro-abortion laws 
be passed or struck down. It simply states the Constitution of the State of Iowa does not 
contain a right to abortion. Thus, if the people of Iowa desire to pass a law on abortion one way 
or the other they are free to do so, and the Iowa Supreme Court can still review any such law. 
But in upholding a law or striking any law down, the Iowa Supreme Court will not be able to 
base its ruling on Iowa’s Constitution, as the Protect Life Amendment will have confirmed the 
Iowa Constitution is abortion neutral.  
 

We will continue to inform you when more is known. You will be called on in the future to help 
educate Iowans when the Amendment is put to a vote of the people, hopefully in the Fall of 
2021. So please stay informed. This is a civil rights issue!  
 

If you have questions, please call us at 563-556-5960.  

UPDATE 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spiritual Adoption —  development of baby UPDATE 
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In Memory Of: 
�� Gary Anglin, given by Lyle & Pat Heiderscheit 
�� Isabella Auer, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek, Tony & Mary 

Burbach, John & Caroline Mockler, Doug & Jenny Send, and Ashley Stackis 
�� Gwenda K. Baker, given by Neil & Linda Hoeger 
�� Baby Brant, given by Kim Lohberg 
�� Charlotte Danner, given by Ron & Pat Donovan 
�� Mary Jane Felton, given by Ray & Kay Tauke 
�� Matthew Gasper, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon 
�� Nancy Heiring, given by Dave & Marian Brunkan and Dee McCarraher 
�� Rose Henry, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek 
�� Melvin Lenz, given by Gregory & Tamera White and The Family of Melvin 
�� Lois Ludwig, given by Neil & Linda Hoeger 
�� Norma Lynch, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon 
�� Bruce Plumb, given by Dan & Barb Nicholson 
�� Rev. John Ptacek, given by Marvin & Mary Jane Schieltz 
�� Raphael Reinert, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon 
�� Angie Sauser, given by Ernie Burgen and Julie Schilling 
�� Helen Seymour, given by Lyle & Pat Heiderscheit 
�� Charles Theodore, given by Tony & Mary Burbach, John & Sue Lukasik 

and Vincent & Marjorie Schuster 
�� Robert (Bob) Wessels, given by Don & Anna Brimeyer, Layton & 

Barbara Hansel, Dave & Rose Kouba, Angela Kruse, Mr. & Mrs. Gary 
Latham, Raymond & Marlene Loecke, Tom & Ruth Lucas, Dick & Jean 
Mescher, Roger & Darlene Osterhaus, Daniel & Joanne Rellihan, Charles & 
Mary Alice Vaske, Theodore A. Kienstra Foundation, and R. V. Wagner, 
Inc.  

In Honor Of: 
�� Anna Bourek for Mother's Day, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek 
�� Susan Chapman for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Molly Conklin Smith for Mother's Day, given by John & Colleen Myers 
�� Kate Cromien for Mother's Day, given by John & Colleen Myers 
�� Pat Cullen for Mother's Day, given by Jerome Cullen 
�� Carrie Fangman for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Lynn Frank for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Emily Furmanski for Mother's Day, given by Liz Rediger 
�� Beth Gallagher for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Sara Goffinet for Mother's Day, given by Janelle Diehl 
�� Pat Goffinet-Luna for Mother's Day, given by Janelle Diehl 
�� Jennie Green for Mother's Day, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek 
�� Jill Hartkop for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Susan Hughes for Mother's Day, given by Jason Hughes 
�� Valerie Koopmann for Mother's Day, given by Liz Rediger 
�� The Ladies of Dubuque Community Church for Mother's Day, given by the 

Dubuque Community Church 
�� Megan Mescher for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Shannon Murphy for Mother's Day, given by Tim & Joyce Singsank 
�� Darlene Osterhaus for Mother's Day, given by Bruce Osterhaus 
�� Vicki Palmer for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Nancy Quade for Mother's Day, given by Doris Wessels 
�� Lauren Singsank for Mother's Day, given by Tim & Joyce Singsank 
�� Sheila Smith for Mother's Day, given by Brian & Kelli Uhlenkamp 
�� Kristi Steger for Mother's Day, given by Jesse & Karen Steger 
�� Kristie Stump for Mother's Day, given by Jesse & Karen Steger 
�� Diane Uhlenkamp for Mother's Day, given by Brian & Kelli Uhlenkamp 
�� Gin Wilgenbusch for Mother's Day, given by Eldon Wilgenbusch 
�� Karen Wessels for Mother's Day, given by Doris Wessels 
�� Amy Winsky for Mother's Day, given by Jesse & Karen Steger  

When a gift 
is given in 
memory or 
in honor of a 
loved one, 
an acknowl-
edgement 
card is sent 
to the per-
son or fami-
ly you desig-
nate. With 
gifts of $250 
or greater, 
their name 
is engraved 
on our me-
morial 
plaque 
which is 
displayed in 
our office. 
Simply send 
us, along with 
your gift, the 
name of the 
person you 
are honoring 
and the name 
and address of 
the family to 
whom you’d 
like the 
acknowledge-
ment sent. 
We’ll be hap-
py to send out 
cards. 

Memorials & Honorariums 

r

ourek
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 I'm excited to provide you with an 
update on our office situation, based 
on COVID-19! Effective May 18th, 
we are officially working in the office 

again rather than working from home. 
But for your safety as well as ours, we are 
implementing some precautionary measures 
for the time being. Even though we are present 
within the office, we are restricting visitors. 
We have a table inside of our entryway if you 
prefer to save on postage by dropping off a 
donation. We're elated to accept it! On the 
table we also have precious hand & feet pins, 
bumper magnets, and tumblers. Feel free to 
swing by to grab what you’d like and drop a 
donation in the box provided. We will 
replenish items every day. We also have a pick-
up schedule for those who ordered pro-life 
apparel - if that's you, we'll be in touch! 
 If you want a t-shirt, long sleeve shirt, or 
crewneck sweatshirt but didn’t order one, 
you’re in luck because we ordered extras! But 
with this, there’s a limited supply. 
Forgot what they look like? Here’s 
a picture of Tina modeling the 
shirt as a reminder of how 
awesome they are! If you are 
interested in purchasing apparel, 
we're happy to prepare it for 
pickup. Just give me a call (563-
556-5960) or send me 
an email 
(astackis@dcrtl.org) 
with what you’d like 
so I can gather your 
items before you 
stop by the office. 
Once I have your 
items together they 
will be on the 
entryway table with 
your name, all ready 
to go for you. Again, please just drop your 
donation in the donation box. Thanks!  
 By the time you read this McKenna has 
(probably!) given birth to her first child, a 
precious little boy. Please keep her and her 
family in your prayers during this beautiful time 
in their lives. Watch for pictures in next 

month's newsletter! :) We're so happy and 
excited for her and her husband, Kyle, on the 
birth of their precious babe! 

 

We recently received a check from 
Facebook's donation platform, 

notifying us that towards the end of March 
someone so generously raised $190.00 for 
DCRTL on Facebook! Wonderful! But we are 
sad that we have no idea who we are to thank 
for doing this. We assume it was for a birthday 
fundraiser - five donors made the following 
donations: $10, $10, $20, $50, $100. Please let 
us know if it was you who blessed our 
organization on your birthday or if you know 
who did this kind gesture. Thank you SO 
much! As a friendly reminder, unfortunately we 
aren't provided with any donor details when 
monies are raised for us on Facebook. We just 
receive a check, which we are incredibly 
grateful for, but want to give you the 
appropriate showering of 'thanks' for choosing 
DCRTL to receive donations in your honor, 
celebrating the gift of your life. Simply send us 
a quick email or give us a call to let us know 
you're doing this for us - thank you so much 
and blessings to you!  
 

Last month we did a Mother's Day  
video, and now this month we're so 
excited to do a Father's Day video!! 
We're asking everyone to email us 

pictures of you and your dad so we can 
put them all into an uplifting and 

inspiring pro-life Father's Day video! 
Simply email me your picture(s) as well 

as any names of family members 
pictured, so we can include it all in our 

fun video. My email is astackis@dcrtl.org. 
We really hope you will participate so we 

can give tribute to all the wonderful 
Dads we so greatly love and appreciate!  
 

 We are so grateful for everyone's 
understanding and flexibility during this 
unprecedented time and appreciate your 
continued support. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to reach out! 

Yours in the service of LIFE,  -Ash 

w
ag

Back of Shirt 

A Note From Ashley Stackis, Executive Director 
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Our top scholarship recipient this year is Sara Freund - enjoy her submitted essay below!  
 

  A Voice for the Voiceless 
  By Sara Freund 
 
“We need to fight against social injustice! We need to be a voice for the 
voiceless! Fight back against the oppression!” These and similar phrases are 
commonly uttered by many of my classmates in regard to any social justice 
issue. In particular, one of my classmates immediately jumps into a long-
winded discussion when an issue is brought up, citing statistics and reason-
ings as a means of communicating his anger. He cares very deeply about the 
victims of social injustice and attempts to convey his passion by being a voice 

for the voiceless. Others involved in the conversation, though, become annoyed or disinterested 
after several minutes of his rambling. While this classmate has good intentions and genuinely 
tries to create awareness, his efforts to be a voice for the oppressed often fall flat.  
 

Being passionate about working against injustice in our society is not a bad thing, but there is a 
difference between being a voice for the voiceless and giving a voice to the voiceless. In our 
society, to have a voice is to have power, and the louder the voice, the more powerful the speak-
er. Too often, I think that being a voice for the voiceless leads us to speak only to be heard rather 
than to speak in the true pursuit of justice. Being a voice implies that I am superior to the op-
pressed for whom I am speaking. So being a voice for the voiceless is, while at its core good-
intentioned, actually a very arrogant way to approach injustices.  
 

On the other hand, giving a voice to the voiceless allows the oppressed to speak for themselves 
and reinforces the idea that all voices, all lives, are equally worthy. Our voices are important 
especially for social justice issues, but they are not always needed. In the fight against oppres-
sion, it is much more vital to stop, listen, and learn before we let our passion or anger take over 
our vocal cords. In an often difficult act of humility, sometimes we have to put our best intentions 
aside and commit ourselves to listen before we speak.  
 

But how can we give a voice to those who literally have no physical voice? What can we do but 
speak for them and be their voice?  
 

In truth, no victim of injustice is truly “voiceless.” As Indian author Arundhati Roy said, “There 
are only the deliberately silenced, or the preferably unheard.” Not only do we see evidence of this 
in cases of abortion, where women are told that their unborn children are not yet human and only 
blobs of tissue, but also in cases of euthanasia and assisted suicide, where the mantra “death with 
dignity” desensitizes society. Unborn babies do have a voice through their very being. The mere 
presence of a child in the womb is a cry of life, a call of innocence and hope. Women and men 
who have painfully experienced abortions have voices. And the elderly or ill who are suffering 
have voices.  
 

For decades, the unborn and the elderly have been deliberately silenced to a point where many 
people today are dangerously uneducated about these issues. Giving a voice to the voiceless is an 
opportunity to further pro-life education beyond the basic facts and statistics. Yes, it is impactful 
to know that roughly 1 million abortions are performed each year and that a baby’s heart begins 
to beat at 21 weeks, but these figures usually do not immediately change people’s hearts and 
minds about abortion.  
 

When organizations such as Dubuque County Right to Life give a voice to unborn babies through 
their “Life Is…” Campaign or their display of the stages of fetal development or their support of 
the March for Life, it gets people’s attention. When the world is shown the existence of a child at 
the moment of conception and exposed to the horrors of the abortion industry, the pro-life move-
ment begins to change hearts and save lives.  
 

When women who are considering or have experienced abortion are given the opportunity to 
share their story, when men whose voices are so often silenced by pro-abortion advocates like 
Planned Parenthood and NARAL Pro-Choice America are offered help through organizations 
such as Silent No More, that is when people start to sit up and listen. When activists highlight the 
immorality of assisted suicide and euthanasia, when the elderly and ill are seen as joys rather than 
burdens, and when more emphasis is placed on celebrating life rather than ending it, lives are 
transformed.  
 

Sometimes it seems daunting to be a part of this movement that is so counter-cultural. There are 
times when I feel that I’m not doing enough to give a voice to the oppressed, or I am unsure how 
to be pro-life in different situations. In these moments of doubt, I return to the main reasons why 
I am pro-life. Firstly, as a Catholic, I believe that the protection of life is a fundamental part of 
my witness to faith, and I believe without a doubt that life begins at conception and should end in 
natural death. Secondly, I have seen the sorrow that friends and family experience at the loss of 
life which only deepens my conviction that human life is inherently precious. Thirdly, the pro-
life movement has saved the lives of some of my best friends. Two of my close friends’ mothers 
chose life for them despite difficult situations, leading to their adoption from South Korea. Every 
day, I am reminded that the small actions and decisions of a few can impact the world in massive 
ways.  
 

This is why it is imperative that the pro-life movement gives a voice to the voiceless. This is why 
I have a “Life Is…” bumper sticker on my car. This is why I marched for life two years ago. This 
is why I continue to be involved in the pro-life movement, because I have seen friends and class-
mates change their hearts about abortion. I have lived through the successful passage of pro-life 
legislation such as the heartbeat bills. I have experienced the powerful stories of women who 
have the courage to choose life, and I have grown significantly in my own understanding of what 
it means to be pro-life.  
 

I have learned that my call in this movement is to do what I can where I am. This is not a submis-
sion or an excuse to do less than what I am called to, but a realistic approach to problems that are 
bigger than one person. I am not called to be a voice for the voiceless, but to give a voice to the 
voiceless. As a high school student, I actively volunteer at events such as the Life Chain and Life 
Dinner and give the voiceless a voice through my daily actions and beliefs. Next year, I plan to 
become more involved in the pro-life movement on campus at the University of Dallas by joining 
the Crusaders for Life, and I hope to attend the March for Life again. Although I am but one per-
son, I am still one person, and I strongly believe that my actions have an effect on others. As 
J.R.R. Tolkien said, “Even the smallest person can change the course of the future.” 
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 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa

 Ph. 563-556-6788

(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME

 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083 John & Ellie Freund
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 Pat & Jerry
 Cullen

 Proud parents of 13

 S ACRED  H EART

 OF  J ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 St. Joseph,
 protect

 the unborn!
 St. Joseph Catholic Church

 10270 Key West Dr., Dubuque
 563-582-7392 | www.stjosephkeywest.com

 Pastor: Fr. Rodney M. Allers

 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND 
 LIFE!

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #510
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 & Cuba City, WI
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The John Deere Classic week is always exciting. Not just for the tournament, but for 
what the tournament means for charities as well. Since 1971 the John Deere Classic 
has delivered over $120 million to regional charities all throughout Iowa and Illinois, 
most of it through its innovative Birdies for Charity program.  

Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc. is participating in the John Deere Classic Birdies 
for Charity program again this year. This fundraising effort has brought in almost 
$1,000 for our organization consistently the past two years, with between 10-15 
donors helping to make that possible. Our monthly newsletter goes out to over 2,000 
households, and if each household gave a generous $10 donation, we would raise 
$20,000 PLUS an additional 5-10% matching donation from the Birdies for Charity 
program, for a total of between $21,000-$22,000! We know this is a HUGE goal, 
going from $1,000 to $20,000 raised, but are you able to spare $10 today to help 
make this possible?  

Believe us, we know and understand the emotional, financial, and familial stress 
everyone is under due to COVID-19. If you're not able to give, we completely 
understand and don't want you to if you simply can't afford it right now. But if you are 
able to give, we ask that you please consider doing so. And no matter what, we thank 
you so much for your consideration. Really, from the bottom of our hearts, thank 
you, thank you, and thank you again. 

On the next page you will find the Birdies for Charity pledge card. When you send in 
your pledge, DCRTL will receive 100% of the funds PLUS an additional 5-10% bonus 
match made possible by the Birdies for Charity program. Simply make a one-time flat 
donation OR pledge one cent or more per birdie. If you make a pledge per birdie, 
after the tournament, you'll be mailed a notice of your pledge amount due from the 
Birdies for Charity program. In the event of any disruption to the John Deere Classic 
tournament play, penny/birdie pledges will be adjusted to a flat donation of $20 per 
one cent pledge. 

As well, guess the number of birdies that will actually be made by Tour Pros during 
the tournament, July 6-12. The person who guesses the correct number will win a 2 
year lease on a 2020 Lexus NX!  

Please mail your pledge form (and donation if selecting to do a one-time flat donation) 
to:  

Birdies for Charity Office 
15623 Coaltown Road 
East Moline, IL 61244 
 

The deadline to participate is Friday, July 10th. Thank you so much, again, for your 
consideration of this fundraising initiative for DCRTL! 

2020 BIRDIES FOR CHARITY  
JOHN DEERE CLASSIC 
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Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc.
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  By Sara Freund 
 
“We need to fight against social injustice! We need to be a voice for the 
voiceless! Fight back against the oppression!” These and similar phrases are 
commonly uttered by many of my classmates in regard to any social justice 
issue. In particular, one of my classmates immediately jumps into a long-
winded discussion when an issue is brought up, citing statistics and reason-
ings as a means of communicating his anger. He cares very deeply about the 
victims of social injustice and attempts to convey his passion by being a voice 

for the voiceless. Others involved in the conversation, though, become annoyed or disinterested 
after several minutes of his rambling. While this classmate has good intentions and genuinely 
tries to create awareness, his efforts to be a voice for the oppressed often fall flat.  
 

Being passionate about working against injustice in our society is not a bad thing, but there is a 
difference between being a voice for the voiceless and giving a voice to the voiceless. In our 
society, to have a voice is to have power, and the louder the voice, the more powerful the speak-
er. Too often, I think that being a voice for the voiceless leads us to speak only to be heard rather 
than to speak in the true pursuit of justice. Being a voice implies that I am superior to the op-
pressed for whom I am speaking. So being a voice for the voiceless is, while at its core good-
intentioned, actually a very arrogant way to approach injustices.  
 

On the other hand, giving a voice to the voiceless allows the oppressed to speak for themselves 
and reinforces the idea that all voices, all lives, are equally worthy. Our voices are important 
especially for social justice issues, but they are not always needed. In the fight against oppres-
sion, it is much more vital to stop, listen, and learn before we let our passion or anger take over 
our vocal cords. In an often difficult act of humility, sometimes we have to put our best intentions 
aside and commit ourselves to listen before we speak.  
 

But how can we give a voice to those who literally have no physical voice? What can we do but 
speak for them and be their voice?  
 

In truth, no victim of injustice is truly “voiceless.” As Indian author Arundhati Roy said, “There 
are only the deliberately silenced, or the preferably unheard.” Not only do we see evidence of this 
in cases of abortion, where women are told that their unborn children are not yet human and only 
blobs of tissue, but also in cases of euthanasia and assisted suicide, where the mantra “death with 
dignity” desensitizes society. Unborn babies do have a voice through their very being. The mere 
presence of a child in the womb is a cry of life, a call of innocence and hope. Women and men 
who have painfully experienced abortions have voices. And the elderly or ill who are suffering 
have voices.  
 

For decades, the unborn and the elderly have been deliberately silenced to a point where many 
people today are dangerously uneducated about these issues. Giving a voice to the voiceless is an 
opportunity to further pro-life education beyond the basic facts and statistics. Yes, it is impactful 
to know that roughly 1 million abortions are performed each year and that a baby’s heart begins 
to beat at 21 weeks, but these figures usually do not immediately change people’s hearts and 
minds about abortion.  
 

When organizations such as Dubuque County Right to Life give a voice to unborn babies through 
their “Life Is…” Campaign or their display of the stages of fetal development or their support of 
the March for Life, it gets people’s attention. When the world is shown the existence of a child at 
the moment of conception and exposed to the horrors of the abortion industry, the pro-life move-
ment begins to change hearts and save lives.  
 

When women who are considering or have experienced abortion are given the opportunity to 
share their story, when men whose voices are so often silenced by pro-abortion advocates like 
Planned Parenthood and NARAL Pro-Choice America are offered help through organizations 
such as Silent No More, that is when people start to sit up and listen. When activists highlight the 
immorality of assisted suicide and euthanasia, when the elderly and ill are seen as joys rather than 
burdens, and when more emphasis is placed on celebrating life rather than ending it, lives are 
transformed.  
 

Sometimes it seems daunting to be a part of this movement that is so counter-cultural. There are 
times when I feel that I’m not doing enough to give a voice to the oppressed, or I am unsure how 
to be pro-life in different situations. In these moments of doubt, I return to the main reasons why 
I am pro-life. Firstly, as a Catholic, I believe that the protection of life is a fundamental part of 
my witness to faith, and I believe without a doubt that life begins at conception and should end in 
natural death. Secondly, I have seen the sorrow that friends and family experience at the loss of 
life which only deepens my conviction that human life is inherently precious. Thirdly, the pro-
life movement has saved the lives of some of my best friends. Two of my close friends’ mothers 
chose life for them despite difficult situations, leading to their adoption from South Korea. Every 
day, I am reminded that the small actions and decisions of a few can impact the world in massive 
ways.  
 

This is why it is imperative that the pro-life movement gives a voice to the voiceless. This is why 
I have a “Life Is…” bumper sticker on my car. This is why I marched for life two years ago. This 
is why I continue to be involved in the pro-life movement, because I have seen friends and class-
mates change their hearts about abortion. I have lived through the successful passage of pro-life 
legislation such as the heartbeat bills. I have experienced the powerful stories of women who 
have the courage to choose life, and I have grown significantly in my own understanding of what 
it means to be pro-life.  
 

I have learned that my call in this movement is to do what I can where I am. This is not a submis-
sion or an excuse to do less than what I am called to, but a realistic approach to problems that are 
bigger than one person. I am not called to be a voice for the voiceless, but to give a voice to the 
voiceless. As a high school student, I actively volunteer at events such as the Life Chain and Life 
Dinner and give the voiceless a voice through my daily actions and beliefs. Next year, I plan to 
become more involved in the pro-life movement on campus at the University of Dallas by joining 
the Crusaders for Life, and I hope to attend the March for Life again. Although I am but one per-
son, I am still one person, and I strongly believe that my actions have an effect on others. As 
J.R.R. Tolkien said, “Even the smallest person can change the course of the future.” 
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 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa

 Ph. 563-556-6788

(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME

 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083 John & Ellie Freund
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 Pat & Jerry
 Cullen

 Proud parents of 13

 S ACRED  H EART

 OF  J ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 St. Joseph,
 protect

 the unborn!
 St. Joseph Catholic Church

 10270 Key West Dr., Dubuque
 563-582-7392 | www.stjosephkeywest.com

 Pastor: Fr. Rodney M. Allers

 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND 
 LIFE!

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #510
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In Memory Of: 
�� Gary Anglin, given by Lyle & Pat Heiderscheit 
�� Isabella Auer, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek, Tony & Mary 

Burbach, John & Caroline Mockler, Doug & Jenny Send, and Ashley Stackis 
�� Gwenda K. Baker, given by Neil & Linda Hoeger 
�� Baby Brant, given by Kim Lohberg 
�� Charlotte Danner, given by Ron & Pat Donovan 
�� Mary Jane Felton, given by Ray & Kay Tauke 
�� Matthew Gasper, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon 
�� Nancy Heiring, given by Dave & Marian Brunkan and Dee McCarraher 
�� Rose Henry, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek 
�� Melvin Lenz, given by Gregory & Tamera White and The Family of Melvin 
�� Lois Ludwig, given by Neil & Linda Hoeger 
�� Norma Lynch, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon 
�� Bruce Plumb, given by Dan & Barb Nicholson 
�� Rev. John Ptacek, given by Marvin & Mary Jane Schieltz 
�� Raphael Reinert, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon 
�� Angie Sauser, given by Ernie Burgen and Julie Schilling 
�� Helen Seymour, given by Lyle & Pat Heiderscheit 
�� Charles Theodore, given by Tony & Mary Burbach, John & Sue Lukasik 

and Vincent & Marjorie Schuster 
�� Robert (Bob) Wessels, given by Don & Anna Brimeyer, Layton & 

Barbara Hansel, Dave & Rose Kouba, Angela Kruse, Mr. & Mrs. Gary 
Latham, Raymond & Marlene Loecke, Tom & Ruth Lucas, Dick & Jean 
Mescher, Roger & Darlene Osterhaus, Daniel & Joanne Rellihan, Charles & 
Mary Alice Vaske, Theodore A. Kienstra Foundation, and R. V. Wagner, 
Inc.  

In Honor Of: 
�� Anna Bourek for Mother's Day, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek 
�� Susan Chapman for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Molly Conklin Smith for Mother's Day, given by John & Colleen Myers 
�� Kate Cromien for Mother's Day, given by John & Colleen Myers 
�� Pat Cullen for Mother's Day, given by Jerome Cullen 
�� Carrie Fangman for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Lynn Frank for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Emily Furmanski for Mother's Day, given by Liz Rediger 
�� Beth Gallagher for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Sara Goffinet for Mother's Day, given by Janelle Diehl 
�� Pat Goffinet-Luna for Mother's Day, given by Janelle Diehl 
�� Jennie Green for Mother's Day, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek 
�� Jill Hartkop for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Susan Hughes for Mother's Day, given by Jason Hughes 
�� Valerie Koopmann for Mother's Day, given by Liz Rediger 
�� The Ladies of Dubuque Community Church for Mother's Day, given by the 

Dubuque Community Church 
�� Megan Mescher for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Shannon Murphy for Mother's Day, given by Tim & Joyce Singsank 
�� Darlene Osterhaus for Mother's Day, given by Bruce Osterhaus 
�� Vicki Palmer for Mother's Day, given by Dick & Jean Mescher 
�� Nancy Quade for Mother's Day, given by Doris Wessels 
�� Lauren Singsank for Mother's Day, given by Tim & Joyce Singsank 
�� Sheila Smith for Mother's Day, given by Brian & Kelli Uhlenkamp 
�� Kristi Steger for Mother's Day, given by Jesse & Karen Steger 
�� Kristie Stump for Mother's Day, given by Jesse & Karen Steger 
�� Diane Uhlenkamp for Mother's Day, given by Brian & Kelli Uhlenkamp 
�� Gin Wilgenbusch for Mother's Day, given by Eldon Wilgenbusch 
�� Karen Wessels for Mother's Day, given by Doris Wessels 
�� Amy Winsky for Mother's Day, given by Jesse & Karen Steger  

When a gift 
is given in 
memory or 
in honor of a 
loved one, 
an acknowl-
edgement 
card is sent 
to the per-
son or fami-
ly you desig-
nate. With 
gifts of $250 
or greater, 
their name 
is engraved 
on our me-
morial 
plaque 
which is 
displayed in 
our office. 
Simply send 
us, along with 
your gift, the 
name of the 
person you 
are honoring 
and the name 
and address of 
the family to 
whom you’d 
like the 
acknowledge-
ment sent. 
We’ll be hap-
py to send out 
cards. 

Memorials & Honorariums 

r

ourek
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 I'm excited to provide you with an 
update on our office situation, based 
on COVID-19! Effective May 18th, 
we are officially working in the office 

again rather than working from home. 
But for your safety as well as ours, we are 
implementing some precautionary measures 
for the time being. Even though we are present 
within the office, we are restricting visitors. 
We have a table inside of our entryway if you 
prefer to save on postage by dropping off a 
donation. We're elated to accept it! On the 
table we also have precious hand & feet pins, 
bumper magnets, and tumblers. Feel free to 
swing by to grab what you’d like and drop a 
donation in the box provided. We will 
replenish items every day. We also have a pick-
up schedule for those who ordered pro-life 
apparel - if that's you, we'll be in touch! 
 If you want a t-shirt, long sleeve shirt, or 
crewneck sweatshirt but didn’t order one, 
you’re in luck because we ordered extras! But 
with this, there’s a limited supply. 
Forgot what they look like? Here’s 
a picture of Tina modeling the 
shirt as a reminder of how 
awesome they are! If you are 
interested in purchasing apparel, 
we're happy to prepare it for 
pickup. Just give me a call (563-
556-5960) or send me 
an email 
(astackis@dcrtl.org) 
with what you’d like 
so I can gather your 
items before you 
stop by the office. 
Once I have your 
items together they 
will be on the 
entryway table with 
your name, all ready 
to go for you. Again, please just drop your 
donation in the donation box. Thanks!  
 By the time you read this McKenna has 
(probably!) given birth to her first child, a 
precious little boy. Please keep her and her 
family in your prayers during this beautiful time 
in their lives. Watch for pictures in next 

month's newsletter! :) We're so happy and 
excited for her and her husband, Kyle, on the 
birth of their precious babe! 

 

We recently received a check from 
Facebook's donation platform, 

notifying us that towards the end of March 
someone so generously raised $190.00 for 
DCRTL on Facebook! Wonderful! But we are 
sad that we have no idea who we are to thank 
for doing this. We assume it was for a birthday 
fundraiser - five donors made the following 
donations: $10, $10, $20, $50, $100. Please let 
us know if it was you who blessed our 
organization on your birthday or if you know 
who did this kind gesture. Thank you SO 
much! As a friendly reminder, unfortunately we 
aren't provided with any donor details when 
monies are raised for us on Facebook. We just 
receive a check, which we are incredibly 
grateful for, but want to give you the 
appropriate showering of 'thanks' for choosing 
DCRTL to receive donations in your honor, 
celebrating the gift of your life. Simply send us 
a quick email or give us a call to let us know 
you're doing this for us - thank you so much 
and blessings to you!  
 

Last month we did a Mother's Day  
video, and now this month we're so 
excited to do a Father's Day video!! 
We're asking everyone to email us 

pictures of you and your dad so we can 
put them all into an uplifting and 

inspiring pro-life Father's Day video! 
Simply email me your picture(s) as well 

as any names of family members 
pictured, so we can include it all in our 

fun video. My email is astackis@dcrtl.org. 
We really hope you will participate so we 

can give tribute to all the wonderful 
Dads we so greatly love and appreciate!  
 

 We are so grateful for everyone's 
understanding and flexibility during this 
unprecedented time and appreciate your 
continued support. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to reach out! 

Yours in the service of LIFE,  -Ash 

w
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Back of Shirt 

A Note From Ashley Stackis, Executive Director 
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PROUD TO SUPPORT DUBUQUE 
COUNTY RIGHT TO LIFE

Michael Pennington Agency
960 Cedar Cross Rd  

Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 

 

(563) 583-8271�

 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-557-7041
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 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org

 LIZ C USHMAN
 USA Coordinator

 United in prayer
 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~

 Kathleen Conlon, Kevin Conlon, Nancy Conlon

 All life is precious!

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye
 stand with us

 for Life!

 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
 Jer. 1:5

 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952
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 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for legal 
 services and the choice of a lawyer are 
 extremely important decisions and should 
 not be base solely upon advertisements 
 or self-proclaimed expertise. This 
 disclosure is required by the rule of the 
 Supreme Court of Iowa.

 
 Paul & Ruth  

Fransen 
 

and 
 

Family 

 Attention Moms!
 Make a difference
 Work from home
 Laura Dolehide

 Independent Reliv Distributer
 563-590-5952

 www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 582-5323
 Patoneill335@yahoo.com

 Promoting
 vocations to the
 priesthood and
 religious life.

 “Do whatever He tells 
 you.” John 2:5

 Jesus wants YOU
 to save the babies.

 John & Ellen 
 Markham

 protestpp@mchsi.com

Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 

 Matt Scherr 
 President

 6500 Chavanelle Rd
 Dubuque, IA 52002

 (563) 583-2770
 matt.scherr@dbqscrewproducts.com

 ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED

 WORLD-CLASS PRECISION MACHINING
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 J OH N D OLEHI DE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

���������
��	�
	�

����������	�

 Larry
 Friedman

 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991   or   800-550-4900

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

 “If people spent an hour
 a w eek in E ucharistic 
 A doration, abortion 
 w ould be ended.” 
 M other Teresa of C alcutta

 Sign up for an  hour or to sub at the
 P ow er of P rayer E ucharistic A doration  C hapel

 C all M elissa T ittle at 563-564-6365
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June 2020 

 
 

Office Personnel: 
Ashley Stackis 
Execu�ve Director 
McKenna Richard 
Execu�ve Assistant 
Tina Hasken 
Recep�onist 
 

Board of Directors:  
Cassie Schetgen 
Chairman  
Arthur F. Gilloon, Esq. 
Vice-Chairman 
Sara McDonald 
Secretary 
John D. Freund, Esq. 
Treasurer 
 

Board Members: 
Leon Jensen 
Fr. Andrew Marr 
Becky McGrane 
Ka�e McGuire 
Colleen Myers 
Jessica Pennington 
Martha Schmid 

 

Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960 
dcrtl@dcrtl.org  
www.dcrtl.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Mon.—Fri.: 9am—4pm 
Weekends: Closed 
 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E. 
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 
(563) 875-9152 
 

Dubuque County Right to 
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,  
non-sectarian, educa�on  
organiza�on dedicated to 
preserving and fostering 
respect for human life 
from concep�on to natu-
ral death. We educate the 
public about the dangers 
of abor�on, euthanasia 
and infan�cide. 

 

�� Father's Day donations in honor of 
the great men in your life  

 
�� Donations toward our Birdies for 

Charity fundraising initiative (please 
see pages 6 & 7) 

June John Deere Classic Birdies for Charity  
Fundraising Initiative 

Thursday, 4th  
Membership Event: ZOOM Natural Family  
Planning Presentation and Q&A with Eben & 
Lindsey Krapfl, 7-8pm  

Friday, 12th   
National Pro-Life Bridges Day, 3-6pm,  
Pedestrian Walkway Over Hwy 20  
(near St. Joseph the Worker Church) 

Thursday, 18th  Board of Director's Meeting  

Sunday, 21st    

July 
-No Membership Event This Month 
-John Deere Classic Birdies for Charity  
 Fundraising Initiative 

Saturday, 4th  Happy Independence Day!  

Friday, 10th   Deadline for final pledges to be mailed to Birdies 
for Charity  

Thursday, 16th  Board of Director's Meeting  

Tues., 28th - 
Sun., Aug. 2nd  

TBD- DCRTL Educational Booth at the Dubuque 
County Fair  

Week 9 

Baby’s bones and cartilage 
are forming, and so are 
their tooth buds.  

Hair follicles are forming and 
the hands and feet have indi-
vidual fingers and toes. The 
fingernail and toenail beds 
also begin to develop this 
week. 

Your baby weighs a full half-
ounce, with a crown-to-
rump length of 2 to 
2¼ inches. 

Baby measures around .9 
inches and weighs about .07 
ounces. Their growth is 
picking up steam!  

Week 10   

Week 11 

Week 12 

IOWA CONSTITUTION 

 
�� Thank you to everyone who made a Mother's Day donation in honor of a woman in your 

life! A total of $900 was sent to us for this special occasion.   
 

�� Thank you for submitting pictures to be put in the Mother's Day video that McKenna put 
together! It turned out beautiful!  

As of May 14: The Iowa Legislative Session of 2020 is set to reconvene on June 3, 2020. How 
and when bills will be debated is still being determined, but the Coalition of Pro-Life Leaders 
continues to remain diligent during the suspension. The Coalition is maintaining communication 
with our legislative and executive leaders to ensure the “Protect Life” Constitutional 
Amendment to the Iowa Constitution has the best opportunity to be passed this session. It 
needs to be passed in the Iowa Legislature in both 2020 and 2021 in order to be on the ballot 
for a vote of the people in the Fall of 2021.  
 

The proposed Amendment is abortion-neutral, so the voters of Iowa will quickly see that it is a 
means of returning the decision on laws regarding abortion to the people of Iowa…where it 
belongs. It does not make abortion illegal. It does not require that pro-life or pro-abortion laws 
be passed or struck down. It simply states the Constitution of the State of Iowa does not 
contain a right to abortion. Thus, if the people of Iowa desire to pass a law on abortion one way 
or the other they are free to do so, and the Iowa Supreme Court can still review any such law. 
But in upholding a law or striking any law down, the Iowa Supreme Court will not be able to 
base its ruling on Iowa’s Constitution, as the Protect Life Amendment will have confirmed the 
Iowa Constitution is abortion neutral.  
 

We will continue to inform you when more is known. You will be called on in the future to help 
educate Iowans when the Amendment is put to a vote of the people, hopefully in the Fall of 
2021. So please stay informed. This is a civil rights issue!  
 

If you have questions, please call us at 563-556-5960.  

UPDATE 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Spiritual Adoption —  development of baby UPDATE 
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