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Due to the Coronavirus, we have canceled all April events. Please
watch for potential cancelations of future events. We will keep you
updated through our monthly newsletter, our Facebook page and
Happenings Emails. Thank you for your understanding!

March
Tuesday, 31st

CANCELED! Volunteer Oppor tunity: LIFE
Dinner Center Piece Creation Day

April

Abortion Recovery Month

Thursday, 2nd

CANCELED! Member ship Event: Meet the
Staff of DCRTL

Friday, 3rd

National Pro-Life T-Shirt Day!

Thursday, 9th

Lenten Pro-Life Prayer Campaign Ends

Saturday, 11th

High School Scholarship Speech Presentations
Video Submission
o Deadline

Sunday, 12th

Happy Easter!
r!

Thursday, 16th

Board of Director’s MeetingM
Phone Conference

Friday, 17

CANCELED! Baby Shower for McKenna

th

CANCELED! Easter Egg Hunt & Cr afts

Sunday, 19th

May
POSTPONED! DCRTL’s LIFE Dinner

Friday, 1st
st -

Friday, 1
Sunday 3rd

One Million Rosaries for Unborn Babies

Sunday, 10th

Happy Mother’s Day! Mother’s Day Roses
available at local churches - TBD

Thursday, 21st

Board of Director’s Meeting

Monday, 25

th

Happy Memorial Day!

Alicia Keys: My Mother Almost Aborted Me, But I’m Glad She Chose Life
Celebrated singer/songwriter Alicia Keys
praised her mother recently for choosing life for
her when she could have had an abortion. In
an interview with CBS News, the 39-year-old
discussed her new book, “More Myself: A
Journey,” and her mother’s courage and sacrifices to give her a better life. She said her
mother, Terry Augello, was single and working
as a paralegal when she became pregnant.
Struggling, she considered having an abortion.
“Even her mother said to her, ‘Terry, you never do anything easy,’” Keys
said. “She was making a really big choice. And at the time, I’m sure she
didn’t even know why she was making that choice exactly. But she knew it.
She knew what she needed to do.” It was not an easy decision. Keys said
she grew up in one of New York City’s toughest neighborhoods, Hell’s
Kitchen, and they struggled financially as a single-parent family. “She
raised a girl in the middle of Hell’s Kitchen, which looked like it sounds, you
know?” Keys told CBS. “Hard, dangerous, difficult, scary.” Though she did
not always feel grateful growing up, Keys said she now truly appreciates
the sacrifices that her mother made for her. “I can’t even imagine, as a
mother today, me sending my kid off into those streets. But if you had to, I
mean, what’s she gonna do? She had to go to work, I had to go to school.
We had to live. That’s how it is,” she said. “I am so grateful to her for choosing me. And I really appreciate her.” Keys now is a widely-celebrated singer, composer and pianist with 15 Grammy Awards to her name. She also is
married and has two children. And it’s all because her mother chose life.
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L. .F.E. Dinner Update
Dear Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc. Supporters,
We hope that you are all staying safe during this difficult time. With the spread of
COVID-19, we have decided to postpone our Annual LIFE Dinner Banquet. We want
to ensure that we are doing our part to protect our community so we are following
CDC recommendations.
DCRTL is committed to educating our community on the dangers of abortion,
infanticide, and euthanasia, and we will continue to do so regardless of the obstacles
we face. We are currently thinking outside of the box and expanding our reach online
while our staff are working from home. Please make sure to follow us on our social
media pages to keep up-to-date with our efforts.
Website: http://www.dcrtl.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DCRTL/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/dcrtlife
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/righttolifedubuque/
The LIFE Dinner Banquet is our main funding source each year to fulfill our important
educational mission. It's too early to say if and when it will be rescheduled - it depends
largely on how the fight against COVID-19 progresses. Would you be willing to help
us financially during this difficult time? We intend to keep fighting for life even with the
educational hardships we face due to the constraints the virus has put on us all. We
must stick together and not let outside events deter our much needed educational
efforts. DCRTL needs your help now more than ever. Please consider mailing a
donation to our office (2205 Carter Road, Dubuque, IA 52001) or making a donation
online at http://www.dcrtl.org. We appreciate and count on your support. We need
you, the youth need you, and the future generations need you. Thank you, so much, in
advance. Please stay well and safe.
Sincerely,
Ashley Stackis, McKenna Richard, Tina Hasken and the DCRTL Board of Directors
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A Note From Ashley Stackis, Executive Director
Every year DCRTL hosts a 5th grade
pro-life poster contest. This gives the
students, together with their peers
and teachers, a great opportunity to
reflect upon the sanctity of human life from
conception to natural death. I present the contest and the theme in September, then return to
each class to present the winners in October,
which is Respect Life Month. One class in
particular, the students have never heard of the
word “abortion” before. What started out as a
short presentation regarding the poster, turned
into a great and interactive discussion on a big
and heavy topic. The students seemed to really
soak in the conversation and had great posters.
I felt they must have learned something!
I just happened to run in to one of those 5 th
graders in March, a full 6 months after my initial presentation. He immediately knew who I
was and informed me of how others (I assume
older students at school) think that abortion
isn’t a sin (his body language and annoyance
displayed he didn’t appreciate what others
think). I smiled, and said, “Thou shall not kill”.
He responded, “I know, I said that too!” with
appreciation of my affirmation. He went on to
explain how others say it’s not killing because
it’s not a baby yet, but he assured them it absolutely IS a baby. From my presentation, this
young 5th grader knew the TRUTH and stood
up for the sanctity of human life. Imagine if he
wasn’t equipped with the knowledge before this
encounter. Folks, if we don’t teach our youth
the truth of the dignity of human life, if we
don’t have these tough conversations, they’ll
receive a different message elsewhere. I’m so
grateful we’re in the schools, these students
needs us. They need the truth.
On March 2nd, over 200 pro-life Iowans gathered in the Iowa Capitol to pray and call for the
protection of unborn life in Iowa! The Prayer
Rally for Life brought Iowans from as far as
Dubuque (DCRTL!) and Sioux Center together
to pray for an end to abortion in Iowa. Pictured
is the Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc. display where we handed out tons of precious feet
and hand pins, pens, newsletters, and bumper
magnets. Gov. Kim Reynolds and key legislators (Rep. Steve Holt and Sen. Jake Chapman)
spoke about the need to legally protect unborn
children in Iowa.

difference not just in this state but across America,” Reynolds said. “For me, like many of you,
this isn’t about politics. It’s not about political
party or an election. It’s about the kind of society that we want to be: one that recognizes the
beauty and humanity of every single child or
one that discards it.” She continued, “As the
last couple years have shown us, the fight for
life is one with ups and downs, with victories
and setbacks, but all of it just underscores how
vitally important it is for us to stay engaged, to
have faith and to never give up.”
State Rep. Steven Holt, R-Denison, also spoke
about the changing culture and the growing pro
-abortion extremism. “The abortion supporters
have gone from saying that abortion should be
safe and rare to celebrating abortion and dehumanizing infant children and being completely
OK with letting a baby die on a cold metal table
after a botched abortion,” Holt said. “This is the
evil that we are fighting.”
Together, we prayed and called on state lawmakers to pass a constitutional amendment that
would make it clear there is no right to abort an
unborn baby or force taxpayers to fund their
deaths. The amendment would add the following language: the Iowa Constitution “shall not
be construed to recognize, grant or secure a
right to abortion or to require the public funding of abortion.” To be added to the Iowa Constitution, the amendment must pass the state
legislature both this year and next year and then
be approved by voters on the ballot. It currently
is awaiting action in the Iowa House. Please
pray for the Iowa Life Amendment.
Yours in the service of LIFE,

Ash

Reynolds encouraged Iowans to keep working
to protect unborn babies from abortion because
we ARE making a difference. “You are the
beating heart of a movement that’s making a

x

Your prayers for the mission of Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc.

x

For people to sign up for an hour during the 24 Hours of Prayer for
Life initiative
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National Pro-Life T-Shirt Day!


Friday, April 3rd
One day of action to wear your favorite pro-life t-shirt! On Friday, April 3, the whole nation will be
wearing pro-life t-shirts! Join the fun! What a great way to speak volumes without saying a word. National
Pro-Life T-Shirt Day has been a favorite event for several years as it is an opportunity to make an impact on
everyone you see. It may be just the message someone needs. We encourage everyone to make your
statement known by wearing a pro-life shirt Friday, April 3. Then, take a picture with your family wearing
your pro-life t-shirts and email it to us so we can share it on our social media platforms! What a fun way to
spread the pro-life message!
DCRTL recently held a pro-life shirt design contest. We had over 40 submissions and the winner is Adam
Wessels, a senior from Beckman Catholic High School! We’ve ordered 57 shirts with his design on them,
short sleeve, long sleeve, and crewneck sweatshirts ranging in size from small- 3XLarge. If you would like
one, we encourage you to call (563-556-5960) or email (dcrtl@dcrtl.org) to secure and hold your order. We
will make phone calls to all who ordered or requested a shirt when they are ready to be picked up, and after
it’s safe to be out and about following the Coronavirus pandemic.
Short Sleeve- $16

Long Sleeve- $18

Crewneck Sweatshirt- $20

Additional charge of $2 for 2XL, and $3 for 3XL.

Additional charge of $2 for 2XL, and $3 for 3XL.

Additional charge of $2 for 2XL, and $3 for 3XL.

e
The design on th
t
back of each shor
ve,
sleeve, long slee
and crewneck:
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“Do whatever He tells
you.” John 2:5

Love them
BOTH!
St. Columbkille
Catholic Church
1240 Rush St., Dubuque
563-583-9117
www.stcolumbkille.net

Jesus wants YOU
to save the babies.
John & Ellen
Markham
protestpp@mchsi.com

Freund Law Firm, P.C. The determination of the need for legal
John D. Freund
Ph: (563) 587-8050
www.jdfreundlaw.com

services and the choice of a lawyer are
extremely important decisions and should
not be base solely upon advertisements
or self-proclaimed expertise. This
disclosure is required by the rule of the
Supreme Court of Iowa.

Paul & Ruth
Fransen
and
Family

Serra Club of Dubuque
P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004
Phone: (563) 582-5323
Patoneill335@yahoo.com

Promoting
vocations to the
priesthood and
religious life.

Attention Moms!
Make a difference
Work from home
Laura Dolehide
563-590-5952

Independent Reliv Distributer
www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

OUR LADY
OF LIFE,

WORLD-CLASS PRECISION MACHINING

Matt Scherr

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

President

PRAY FOR US.

6500 Chavanelle Rd
Dubuque, IA 52002
(563) 583-2770

Drs. Clark &
Ann Williams

matt.scherr@dbqscrewproducts.com

ISO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED
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Larry
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JOHN DOLEHIDE, D.O.
Urology, Medical Associates
563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

“It is the right of every pregnant
woman to give birth…and the right
of every child to be born.”

221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
563-556-1991 or 800-550-4900
MOTHERS
PRAYERS

United in prayer
we save our children

Funeral Home
1491 MAIN ST ~ (563) 582-3297
~ www.behrfuneralhome.com ~

To join or start a group contact:
usa@mothersprayers.org

Honoring the Sanctity of Life
Since 1936

LIZ CUSHMAN
USA Coordinator

Kathleen Conlon, Kevin Conlon, Nancy Conlon
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PRO-LIFE

Rondinelli
Music/Audio

Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

St. Joseph’s Woodshop
Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork
built to suit our customer’s needs
Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

563-557-7041

(563) 583-8271

Michael Pennington Agency
960 Cedar Cross Rd
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COUNTY RIGHT TO LIFE
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Standing with women &
unborn children!
St. Anthony
Catholic Church
870 St. Ambrose St.
Dubuque, IA
563-588-0571

www.stanthony-dubuque.org

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
Jer. 1:5
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MARY’S INN

Proudly supporting

LIFE!

1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952

Pat & Jerry
Cullen

MATERNITY HOME

(563) 552-6288
Email:
director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website:
www.marysinnmaternityhome.org
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Proud parents of 13

SACRED HEART
OF JESUS,
PLEASE PROTECT
OUR FAMILIES

John & Ellie Freund

Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory
Ph. 563-556-6788

2595 Rockdale Road
Dubuque, Iowa

Leonard Funeral Home
believes in the dignity of life!

St. Joseph,
protect
the unborn!

St. Joseph Catholic Church
10270 Key West Dr., Dubuque
563-582-7392 | www.stjosephkeywest.com

Pastor: Fr. Rodney M. Allers

Knights of Columbus

Animal Health Clinic
Dyersville, IA

Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
563-875-6083

Council #510
Dubuque, IA
Council #765
Dickeyville, Kieler
& Cuba City, WI
Council #930
St. Thomas Aquinas
Cascade, IA
Council #4236
La Motte
& Key West, IA

DEFEND
LIFE!
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Council #5513
Peosta, IA
Council #7527
Bishop O’Neill Council
East Dubuque, IL
Council #7823
Epworth, IA
Council #15813
St. Columbkille
Dubuque, IA

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

GOD
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WELCOME

JESUS,
I TRUST
IN YOU!
Bill & Jan Frye

stand with us
for Life!

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934

Peosta, Iowa
www.trappistcaskets.com

“If people spent an hour
a w eek in E ucharistic
A doration,abortion
w ould be ended.”

¹µºÄ·´±°,

M other Teresa of C alcutta
S ign up for an hour or to sub at the
P ow er of P rayer E ucharistic A doration C hapel
C all M elissa T ittle at 563-564-6365

All life is precious!

A G ift to Treasure

Dubuque
Advertiser
The

“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”

- Page 09 -

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

NEW
SPONSORS

According to The Boycott Handbook,
db k published
bli h d b
by Lif
Life D
Decisions
i i
International, The March of
Dimes Foundation is listed as a “nonprofit behaving badly”. They are listed this way because of
their link to Planned Parenthood and/or its agenda. While not boycott targets per sé, pro-life
advocates should be aware of their activities. Here is what you should know about the March of
Dimes:
x They advocate embryonic stem cell research
x Their policy is effectively “pro-choice” toward preborn children deemed “imperfect”

If you would like a copy of the Handbook published by Life Decisions International, which includes information on all Primary Boycott Targets as well as Nonprofits Behaving Badly, feel
free to call us at 563-556-5960 to place an order. We would be happy to mail you a Boycott
Handbook for a small donation of $10. Thank you!

Memorials & Honorariums

In Memory Of:
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Roberta Cox, given by Dan & Barb Nicholson
Bonnie Ferguson, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon
Julie Funke, given by Mickey Burlage
Irene Graves, given by Mike Martin
Sister Blanche Marie Haag, given by Dr. Michael &
Maureen Ward
Melvin Lenz, given by Thomas & Diane Schmitt
Larry Van Natta, given by Linda Van Natta
Debbie Love O’Brien, given by J’Neane Weydert
Rev. John Ptacek, given by Margaret Lehmann, John &
Sue Lukasik, Jim & Kathy Conlon, Dr. Virgil & Marian
Bourek, Tom & Beth Simpson and Dave & Barb Ptacek
Sr. Margaret Ann Recker, OSF, given by Mickey
Burlage
Helene Schoenhard, given by Bill & Mary Mormann
Bill Schuckert, given by the family of Bill Schuckert,
Michael & Michele Schetgen and Jim & Kathy Conlon
Dr. & Mrs. Frank Smith, given by John Smith
Regina Stoll, given by Ronald Stoll
James Sweeney, given by Margaret Lehmann
Michelle Tegeler, given by Dan & Barb Nicholson
Vivian Zalaznik, given by Bill & Mary Mormann

In Honor Of:
x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x

When a gift is
given in
memory or in
honor of a loved
one, an
acknowledgement card is
sent to the person or family
you designate.
With gifts of
$250 or greater,
their name is
engraved on our
memorial
plaque which is
displayed in our
office. Simply
send us, along with
your gift, the name
of the person you
are honoring and
the name and
address of the
family to whom
you’d like the
acknowledgement
sent. We’ll be
happy to send out
cards.

Mary Jo Becker for Easter, given by Tom & Ruth Becker
Terry & Paula Friedman for receiving the First Citizen Award,
given by Dr. Michael & Maureen Ward
Sidney Innis, given by David & Deb Tschiggfrie

Thank you Al Schroeder for donating a new monitor to our office and for
donating your time to set up the new computer!
Thank you to all of the wonderful high school students for your pro-life shirt
designs! It was such a hard choice to choose our favorite!
Thank you to those who joined us for the movie showings of UNPROTECTED:
A Pope, the Pill, and the Perils of Sexual Chaos.
Thank you to all of the high school seniors who submitted scholarship
applications! It’s one of the greatest number we’ve ever received!
Thank you Mike & Jessica Pennington as well as Steve & Stacy Stackis for the
donation of toilet paper for the office.
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Spiritual Adoption — development of baby UPDATE
In last month’s newsletter we provided you with a prayer card to cut out, to spiritually adopt
an unborn baby from March 25 – December 25, which is a nine month period. During the 40
weeks (or 9 months), we will provide updates on the development of the child right here in this
section of the monthly newsletter, to educate on your spiritually adopted baby’s development.

Week 1
Week 2

At the moment of conception, a new and unique individual is formed. He or she
is smaller than a grain of sugar, but the instructions are present for all that this
person will ever become.
The new individual attaches to the womb wall. Sensitive pregnancy tests can now
show positive, but this depends on the level of hormones produced by the new
life.

Week 3

The baby’s heart begins to beat!

Week 4

The baby’s neural tube, the building block of the spine, brain and backbone, is
already formed.

IOWA CONSTITUTION

UPDATE

On Tuesday, Feb. 25, observers at the Iowa Capitol were truly surprised and inspired: Pro-lifers
came to the Capitol by the hundreds to pray, to testify, and to cheer on Iowa’s pro-life
champions at a public hearing for The Protect Life Amendment.
While long-time Capitol observers remember well the days when Planned Parenthood’s pinkshirted crowds chanted and drowned out small gatherings of pro-life activists, Tuesday night
marked a significant shifting of the tide. The former State Supreme Court chambers, the
hallways, the Rotunda, and an overflow room were all crowded this time with a comparable
crowd of pro-lifers. Those who have seen the ultrasounds and those who know that infant lives
in their mothers’ wombs are babies deserving of protection came to cheer on the Protect Life
Amendment.
In fact, as the night concluded, House members noticed, the pro-abortion forces ran out of
people willing to testify, while the pro-life list still ran over a dozen long of people hoping to
speak.
The FAMiLY Leader’s camera and communications team was there, covering the action. You
can watch the entire night’s slate of testimonies here: https://thefamilyleader.com/watch-protect
-life-amendment-public-hearing/
Since then, as you may have heard, the Iowa Legislature has been suspended for the next 30
days as a precaution over the coronavirus pandemic. Iowa's legislators are understandably
concerned for those who work in the confines of the Capitol building, as well as the greater
efforts to slow the spread of the disease. Our hearts and prayers are with all those whose
health has been jeopardized and whose lives have been disrupted.
This suspension makes the process forward uncertain for many pieces of legislation, including
the Protect Life Amendment. How and when these bills will be debated is still being
determined. But The Coalition of Pro-Life leaders will remain diligent during the suspension,
maintaining communication with our legislative and executive leaders, to ensure the
Amendment has the best opportunity to be passed this session. We will also continue to inform
you when more is known. In the meantime, we thank you for your support and urge your
support and prayers for our elected officials, who carry a heavy burden for the people of Iowa,
particularly at this time.
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