Life is for Everyone
March 2018

Volume 21, Number 3

March 21st is celebrated around the world as World Down Syndrome Day! Beginning in
2006, World Down Syndrome Day was placed on the 21 st day of the 3rd month, signifying
the triplication of the 21st chromosome which causes Down syndrome. In the United
States, 67% of children who are diagnosed with Down syndrome in utero are aborted.
Countries such as Iceland, France and Denmark have even higher Down syndrome
abortion rates. In an effort to stop the discrimination against children with Down syndrome, Ohio passed a law prohibiting doctors from performing abortions where tests
have revealed the child has or is likely to have Down syndrome. Representatives from
Utah have introduced a similar bill. These laws would penalize the doctors who perform
the abortions. So far, North Dakota and Ohio are the only states that have such laws.

The newest Gerber Baby, pictured
right, is a little boy named Lucas with
Down syndrome. It is an exceptional
statement by Gerber for making an alltoo-rare very positive statement about
the inherent value and equal moral
worth of people with Down Syndrome.
All life is precious!
¡
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A note from Ashley Stackis, Executive Director
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Oﬃce Hours:
Monday - Friday:
9 am—4 pm
Weekends: Closed

March
Thursday, 1st

Membership Event—Every Life Matters, 7pm,
DCRTL Office. All are welcome!

Monday, 5th

End of Life Decisions Presentation, 6:30PM,
hosted by St. Joseph the Worker

Saturday, 10th

High School Scholarship Essays Due

Thursday, 15th

Board of Director’s Meeting, 5:30PM

Saturday, 31st

High School Scholarship Speech Contest, 9AM
-12PM, DCRTL Office

April
Thursday, 5th

Membership Event, 7pm, DCRTL Office – All
are welcome!

Saturday, 7th

Easter Egg Hunt and Crafts! 9:00 a.m. at
DCRTL. Bring the whole family!

Monday, 9th

Mass for the Unborn, 6:25 p.m. rosary, 7:00
p.m. Mass, at St. Joseph the Worker

Mark your calendars! April 7th we will have an Easter Egg
Hunt & Crafts here at the DCRTL office, along with
cookies, snacks, and juice for the kiddos! What a great
way to meet other pro-life families in the community! All
ages are welcome - bring your children, grandchildren,
nieces, nephews, neighbors, etc. The more the merrier!
See you there!

Dyersville Oﬃce:
1657 15th Avenue S.E.
Dyersville, Iowa 52040
(563) 875-9152

Dubuque County Right to
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,
non-sectarian, education
organization dedicated to
preserving and fostering
respect for human life from
conception to natural death.
We educate the public
about the dangers of
abortion, euthanasia and
infanticide.

DCRTL’s Annual LIFE Dinner will be coming up and we
want you there to celebrate with us! Mark your calendars
for Friday, May 4, 2018 to hear Mark Davis Pickup share
his story about his past abortions, diagnosis with MS and
struggle with end of life options. You will not want to
miss hearing his powerful story!
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A Note From Ashley Stackis, Executive Director
Happy March!
I am VERY
excited and honored
to be your new Executive Director. Many
of you may recognize me as I was previously the Administrative Assistant at
Dubuque County Right to Life for approximately four years when I was in college.
DCRTL made a difference in my life
much before my employment at the office
though. While in high school I was involved in the Mime for Life, attended the
LIFE Dinner, and participated in
DCRTL’s scholarship opportunity. Without DCRTL’s outreach into the community, the schools, and churches, I wouldn’t
be here with you today, fighting for the
right to life, born and unborn. Yet DCRTL
couldn’t do this without its members, you,
as the backbone of the organization.
Dubuque County Right to Life is
a very special and important organization
that is close to my heart and your contin-

ued support makes such a large impact, not
only in our community but also the rest of
the world. You may think, how on earth is
that possible? Our #1 goal here at Dubuque County Right to Life is to educate on
the sanctity of human life, from conception to natural death. To touch the hearts
of those in our communities, to spread the
good word of LIFE. This unified effort of
the different Right to Life offices across
the country every day fighting for the protection of life, is so that one day abortion,
infanticide, and euthanasia will become
unthinkable to all.
I graciously thank all of you for
your continued support and look forward
to working with the Board of Directors,
Erica in the office, and our members, to
further our educational efforts.

IOWA SENATE PASSES FETAL HEARTBEAT
ABORTION BILL

(This is the social media campaign in support of the heartbeat bill and message to the
wider community – the goal is to make an awareness splash.)
The Iowa state senate voted to approve a bill making abortion illegal upon the presence
of a fetal heartbeat, sending the bill to the senate’s Judiciary Committee. A heartbeat
typically becomes detectable between six and nine weeks gestation. “These are human
beings,” said state Sen. Amy Sinclair, who chaired the panel, according to the Des
Moines Register. “We have the responsibility to offer them the same liberty and the
same rights that you and I have,” she added in defense of the legislation. Sinclair recounted that she became pregnant at age 19, and after listening to the heartbeat of her
son, realized that the baby inside of her was not simply fetal tissue.
Subcommittee member Sen. Jason Schultz added, “Stopping a beating heart is never
health care.”
And here at Dubuque County Right to Life, we couldn’t agree more!
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Date: Monday,
dayy, March
Marc
Ma
rchh 5th
Time: 6:30PM
PM – 8:00PM
Location: St. Joseph the Worker Church, Dubuque, IA
Dr Janine Idziak’s work on
o making in~~~Deaconn John Stierman will be presenting Dr.
formed end of life decisions for self and loved ones. We are excited to attend this
presentation, please join us, it is great information!
MASS FOR THE UNBORN
The feast of the Annunciation is usually celebrated on March 25 th. This year it is moved
to April 9th. At the annunciation, Mary said yes to being the mother of Jesus. We will
be praying for all women who might be struggling with the decision to say yes to life.
Join us on Monday, April 9, 2018 at St. Joseph the Worker for Mass at 7pm. We will
begin with a rosary at 6:25pm. Baked goods and refreshments to follow in the church
basement.
PRO-LIFE IS PRO-LOVE CALLING ALL ARTISTS!
The Pro-Life Women’s Conference is holding an art contest
with the theme “Pro-Life is Pro-Love”. For more details,
check out the Pro-Life Women’s conference website
(www.prolifewomen.com) and click on Art Contest Submission. Deadline for submissions is April 15, 2018.
The third annual Pro-Life
Women’s Conference is coming to St. Louis, Mo June 22
-24, 2018! One of the keynote speakers is Serrin M. Foster, president of Feminists for Life. She will be giving a
talk titled “The Feminization of Poverty that Drives
Women to Abortion”. This is a great get-away idea for
you and your favorite girlfriends! Cost of the conference
is $169 but prices will increase May 31, 2018. For more
details and to register visit their website
www.prolifewomen.com. Contact Jessi Rauen at 563-542
-0928 to let her know you are going. This will help us get a head count and plan for
travel. I hope you can all meet me in St. Louis next June!

BIKING FOR BABIES
Are you passionate about cycling and the pro-life movement? Do you ever wish there
was a way to use your cycling enthusiasm to help pregnancy resource centers? Here is
your chance! Biking for Babies is a group that holds bicycling events in order to raise
awareness and resources for pregnancy resource centers. With their first ride taking
place in 2009, Biking for Babies has raised thousands of dollars and helped educate
many people along the way. This year they are biking from July 8-15, 2018. You can
read more about those biking at www.bikingforbabies.com!
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NATIONAL WOMEN’S
WOMEN S HISTORY MONTH
H
This month we are celebrating the many contributions women have made to our society.
We would like to take this time to honor some of the women who helped pioneer the prolife movement.
Nellie Gray
Each year, DCRTL takes many people on a pilgrimage out to Washington DC to participate in the March for Life. This March was started
by Nellie Gray in response to the catastrophic Roe vs. Wade decision
made in 1973. Nellie saw the injustice of abortion and knew that
something needed to be done about it. After earning a law degree from
Georgetown Law Center, Nellie worked for the federal government
with the US Departments of State and Labor. She quit her job and
eventually became the president of the March for Life. She dedicated the rest of her life
to helping lead what became the largest pro-life event in the world. Nellie said, “I don’t
understand slavery, I don’t understand the holocaust, I don’t understand abortion.”
Dr. Mildred Jefferson
As the first African American woman to graduate from Harvard Medical School, Mildred Jefferson was used to people being surprised by
her. She was also the first woman to be employed as a general surgeon
at Boston University Medical Center. As a medical professional, she
knew well the damaging effects of abortion on women and children.
She served for 3 years as the president of the National Right to Life
Committee and spoke in support of bills that would have declared life
exists from conceptions. Dr. Jefferson said, “I am at once a physician,
a citizen and a woman, and I am not willing to stand aside and allow
this concept of expendable human lives to turn this great land of ours into just another
exclusive reservation where only the perfect, the privileged and the planned have the
right to live.”
Victoria Woodhull
Long before Hillary Clinton was even alive, Victoria Woodhull was
making waves by being the first female candidate for presidency in
1872. Born in Ohio, Woodhull became one of the first female stockbrokers along with her sister, Tennessee. They began a newspaper
titled W oodhull and Claflin’s W eekly where they regularly published
articles speaking out against abortion and infanticide. Woodhull once
wrote in an editorial called “When Is It Not Murder to Take Life?”,
“The truth of the matter is that it is just as much a murder to destroy life in its embryotic
condition, as it is to destroy it after the fully developed form is attained, for it is the selfsame life that is taken”.

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST
Looking to cover some of those college costs and share your pro-life
convictions at the same time? One of the ways DCRTL encourages and
enables students to get involved in the pro-life movement on campus is
through our scholarship contest. It is open to all high school seniors
who plan to attend college. Almost $10,000 was given out last year to many deserving
students. The theme this year is Pro-Life Until the End. If you know someone who
will be graduating this year, let them know of our contest! This contest has 2 parts: the
written essay and the speech presentation. Contestants must be present at the speech
portion in order to be considered for scholarship.
Saturday, March 10th
Saturday, March 31st

H.S. Scholarship Essay due
H.S. Scholarship Speech Contest, 9am-12pm

Contact the DCRTL office or your school counselor for further details.
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Knippel’s
RELIGIOUS GIFTS
[Gifts & Supplies for the Sacraments]
129 Main Street
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
563-582-5845

All life is precious!

A G ift to Treasure

Dubuque
Advertiser
The

“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”

Love them
BOTH!
St. Columbkille
Catholic Church
1240 Rush St., Dubuque
563-583-9117
www.stcolumbkille.net

Rondinelli
Music/Audio
(563) 583-8271

St. Joseph’s Woodshop
Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork
built to suit our customer’s needs
Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

563-557-7041

Michael Pennington Agency
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960 Cedar Cross Rd
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PROUD TO SUPPORT DUBUQUE
COUNTY RIGHT TO LIFE

GOD
is
Standing with women &
unborn children!

JESUS,
I TRUST
IN YOU!
Bill & Jan Frye

PRO-LIFE
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Dr. Charles & Mary Longo

stand with us
for Life!

Funeral Home

New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934

Peosta, Iowa
www.trappistcaskets.com

MOTHERS
PRAYERS

United in prayer
we save our children

1491 MAINS T ~ (563) 582-3297

To join or start a group contact:
usa@mothersprayers.org

~ www.behrfuneralhome.com ~

LIZC USHMAN

Honoring the Sanctity of Life
Since 1936

USA Coordinator

Kathleen (Behr) Conlon ~ Kevin & Nancy Conlon
Jason Schumacher

MARY’S INN

MATERNITY HOME

(563) 552-6288

Email:
director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website:
www.marysinnmaternityhome.org
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Pat & Jerry
Cullen

Proud parents of 13

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

¹µºÄ·´±°,

SACREDH EART
OFJ ESUS,
PLEASE PROTECT
OUR FAMILIES

John & Ellie Freund

Animal Health Clinic
Dyersville, IA

Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
563-875-6083

Freund Law Firm, P.C. The determination of the need for
John D. Freund
Ph: (563) 587-8050
www.jdfreundlaw.com

St. Anthony
Catholic Church
870 St. Ambrose St.
Dubuque, IA
563-588-0571

www.stanthony-dubuque.org

Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
Jer. 1:5

Paul & Ruth
Fransen
and
Family

Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory
Ph.5 63-556-6788

legal services and the choice of a
lawyer are extremely important
decisions and should not be base
solely upon advertisements or selfproclaimed expertise. This disclosure
is required by the rule of the Supreme
Court of Iowa.
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

Pastor: Fr. Rodney M. Allers

iFix2

Proudly supporting

LIFE!

1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952

Serra Club of Dubuque

Attention Moms!

P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004
Phone: (563) 582-5323
Patoneill335@yahoo.com

Promoting
vocations
to the
priesthood and
religious life.

Make a difference
Work from home
Laura Dolehide

Independent Reliv Distributer

563-590-5952

www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

Knights of Columbus

Leonard Funeral Home
believes in the dignity of life!

St. Joseph Catholic Church
10270 Key West Dr., Dubuque
563-582-7392 | www.stjosephkeywest.com

Joe Koch

-HUHPLDK
-HUHPLDK

2595 Rockdale Road
Dubuque, Iowa

St. Joseph,
protect
the unborn!

Luke 1:41, NAB
WhenE lizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting,
the infant leaped
in her womb...

DEFEND
LIFE!

Repair iPhone & iPad Glass
Facebook: iFix2
Brendan Dolehide
;3 ϱϲϯͿϱϱϲͲϱϮϱϬ3Žƌ3;ϱϲϯͿϱϱϳͲϯϭϮϯ
Technician
3ǁǁǁ͘ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐŽĨĐůĂƌŝƚǇĐůŝŶŝĐ͘ĐŽŵ
brendandolehide@gmail.com
3ϯϯϲϱ3,ŝůůĐƌĞƐƚ3ZŽĂĚ
563-564-3143
3ƵďƵƋƵĞ͕3/43ϱϮϬϬϮ
1365 Valentine Dr. • Dubuque, IA
“If people spent an hour
a w eek in E ucharistic
A doration,abortion
w ould be ended.”

Council #765
Dickeyville, Kieler
& Cuba City, WI
Council #510
Dubuque, IA
Council #5513
Peosta, IA
Council #7527
Bishop O’Neill Council
East Dubuque, IL
Council #7823
Epworth, IA
Council #15813
St. Columbkille
Dubuque, IA

JOHN DOLEHIDE, D.O.
Urology, Medical Associates
563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

“It is the right of every pregnant
woman to give birth…and the right
of every child to be born.”

M other Teresa of C alcutta

221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
563-556-1991 or 800-550-4900

S ign up for an hour or to sub at the
P ow er of P rayer E ucharistic A doration C hapel
C all M elissa T ittle at 563-564-6365
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IOWA SUPREME COURT CASE ON
72 HOUR ULTRASOUND BILL
Besides the 72-hour waiting period, the new law
would require that women be given the option to view
an ultrasound and receive materials about risks associated with abortion. This waiting period and education
is necessary to ensure that abortion providers will give
women the time and opportunity to change their minds
before making a rushed decision that will affect them
for the rest of their life. While the heartbeat legislation
still falls short of the gold standard of protecting every life from fertilization, this bill
could nonetheless save thousands of babies from abortion in Iowa every year.
The Iowa Supreme Court heard oral arguments on February 14, 2018 in the case of the
72 hour ultrasound and options requirement under Iowa law. Planned Parenthood and its
friends are seeking to get the law thrown out and the Iowa Attorney General’s office is
defending the law. The Iowa Supreme Court won’t make a decision on the case for quite
a few months but keep your eyes peeled for further information and updates.

FROM OUR LIBRARY…
Recall Abortion:
Ending the abortion industry’s exploitation of women by
Janet Morana
Bad products are recalled every day: the Ford Pinto, faulty
tires, dangerous prescription pills, contaminated lettuce. If a
product is found to pose even a modest risk to those who
use it, you can bet it will soon be pulled from the market…
Unless that product is abortion.
Every abortion kills an unborn child. But more, abortion
hurts women- risking the health and well-being of those
who all too often are conned or coerced into making this terrible “choice.” If it were any
other product, abortion would have been removed from the market long ago.
In Recall Abortion, author Janet Morana exposes the myriad ways abortion exploits
women, and calls for a national recall of this deadly procedure. She documents the ways
abortion degrades women’s health. And she exposes the false promises and lies by
which it is pushed and sold.
Morana also investigates abortion’s debilitating after-effects, and gives a voice to those
women who have chosen abortion and have regretted it. These testimonies (so often
silenced by the abortion industry) are a powerful and sometimes heartbreaking glimpse
into the real suffering abortion causes, including deep depression and lasting physical
and emotional scars.
Abortion does not empower women. It is not health care. It harms women, severely.
Isn’t it time we recall abortion?
Stop by the office today to check out the book Recall Abortion: Ending the abortion
industry’s exploitation of women and many more from our lending library!
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The 40 Days for Life campaign runs from February 14 to March 25. The closest
campaign is in Cedar Rapids, IA, approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes away. We
would love to have our DCRTL members participate in the fight for life! If you are interested in participating, please let our office know and we can sign up for vigil hours
and carpool to Cedar Rapids together.
Because of the 40 Days for Life:

x 13,998 lives have been saved from abortion
x 170 abortion workers experienced conversions and left their jobs
x 94 abortion centers closed forever after 40 Days for Life vigils outside their doors
Let’s get ready to pray, fast and stand vigil!

CECILE RICHARDS STEPPING DOWN FROM P.P.
After 12 years as president of Planned Parenthood, Cecile
Richards has announced that she will be resigning. Richards,
who is releasing a memoir in April, will officially step down
from the organization in May. As the daughter of former Texas governor Anne Richards, most of Richards’ background is
in political activism. She worked as a union organizer in California, helped at her mother’s campaign for governor, founded
the Texas Freedom Network which is an organization that “supports efforts to ensure
women have access to abortion and other reproductive health care services”, and was
deputy chief of staff for pro-choice Nancy Pelosi (D-CA). With no medical background,
she was hired at Planned Parenthood and worked to make it a more political company.
Under her time as president of Planned Parenthood, nearly 3.5 million children were
killed by abortion. Planned Parenthood received over $500 million from taxpayers in
2016 to help with its budget of over a billion dollars. In her resignation video, Richards
said she is honored to have been a part of the “lifesaving work of Planned Parenthood”.
She has yet to explain how killing children can count as lifesaving.

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS
“Do whatever He tells
you.” John 2:5

Jesus wants YOU
to save the babies.
John & Ellen
Markham
protestpp@mchsi.com

Dubuque Screw
Products Inc.
Precision CNC/Screw
Machine Products

6500 Chavenelle Road P.O. Box 895
Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0895
Phone: 563-583-2770
Fax: 563-583-1934
Cell: 563-542-2439
Email: mike@dbqscrewproducts.com

PRAY FOR US.
Michael R. Scherr
President

Smart Recycling
Save Money, Call Us!
We Haul Used Appliances for Free

Ray Ward

2080 Elm Street #102
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
wardraymond63@gmail.com

Ph. 563-495-6712
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OUR LADY
OF LIFE,

IN “YOUR” HOME SENIOR CARE
563-933-6235
BOARDING HOME
Rent by Day or Month
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Larry
Friedman
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Drs. Clark &
Ann Williams

Bill Grothus, for postage stamps
&
Vince Meis, for box of trash bags

Memorials & Honorariums
In Memory of:
Frances Davidshoefer, given by Tony & Janice Krapfl
Glenda Reinert, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon
Joseph Hickson, given by Tony & Janice Krapfl
Larry McDermott, given by Ken & Darlene Besler
Mary Ann Billmyer, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon
Mary Lea Braem, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon
Pearl Kaufman, given by Tony & Janice Krapfl
Robert Curnan, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon
Ruth Downs, given by Dennis & Carol Schmitt and Steven Downs
Sarah Willging, given by Jim & Kathy Conlon
In Honor of:
Fr. John O’Connor for his Diamond Jubilee, given by Mickey Burlage
Get Well Wishes:
Joan Steger, Mae Elgin, Ronald Kelchen & Vernon Becker, given by Mickey Burlage
When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is
engraved on our memorial plaque which is displayed in our office. Simply send us, along
with your gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family
to whom you’d like the acknowledgement sent. We’ll be happy to send out cards.

MONTH OF MARCH BOYCOTT LIST
Life Decisions International publishes a Boycott List every year listing the different
corporations who directly support Planned Parenthood. If you are interested in the full
list please contact our office, and if you would like to receive our weekly Boycott List
emails, please contact Erica at reception@dcrtl.org.
x

National Amusement – BET, CBS, CMT, Comedy Central, MTV, Nickelodeon, Paramount, Showtime, IMAX, Showcase Cinemas

x

Intuit – QuickBooks, Quicken, SnapTax, TurboTax, Lacerte, Mint, ProConnect, ProSeries

x

Cooper – Avaira, Biofinity, Biomedics, Clariti, ClearSight, Expressions,
Frequency, Hydrasoft, MyDay, Preference, Proclear, Vertex

x

Chevron – Havoline products, Techron products, Texaco products
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Thank you to all who attended the non-profit day at the
Mystique Community Ice Center!

A QUOTEABLE QUOTE
“And do you know why the pro-life movement is on the rise? Because
truth is on our side. Life begins at conception.”
-Paul Ryan at the March for
Life 2018
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Join Our Friends List

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2205 Carter Road
Dubuque, Iowa 52001
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