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What will I find in the newsletter? 
�� A note from Ashley Stackis, Executive Director 

�� Primary Election Information 
�� Pro-Life Scholarship Recipients 

June 2018                                                             Volume 21, Number 6 

�� Stamps for Life Envelope Day 
�� Cleaning Volunteers 

Looking for Volunteers! 

Our office is in need of vacuuming, wiping down baseboards,    
dusting, window cleaning, outside sweeping and weed pulling. If 

you would like to donate your time in helping us we would greatly 
appreciate it! Bring a friend as well! We will have a morning of 

cleaning with other’s great company on Thursday, June 14th at 9:00 
AM. If this date and time doesn’t fit your schedule, please feel free 
to contact us to volunteer another time, we would love to have you! 
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Contact us: 
2205 Carter Road 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960 
DCRTL@dcrtl.org  
www.dcrtl.org 

 
Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  
9 am—4 pm 
Weekends: Closed 
 
Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E. 
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 
(563) 875-9152 
 

 

Dubuque County Right to 
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,  
non-sectarian, education  
organization dedicated to 
preserving and fostering 
respect for human life from 
conception to natural death.  
We educate the public 
about the dangers of  
abortion, euthanasia and 
infanticide. 
 
 

June Birdies for Charity! (DCRTL – Bird #1662)  

Thursday, 7th Membership Event – I Lived on Parker Avenue 
Video Showing, DCRTL Office, 7pm  

Thursday, 14th Volunteer Cleaning Day, DCRTL Office, 9am  

Sunday, 17th 
�� Happy Father’s Day! 
�� Life Envelope Day    

Thursday, 21st 
�� July Newsletter Labeling Power Hour, 

DCRTL Office, 9am 
�� Board of Director’s Meeting 

Friday, 22nd-
Sunday, 24th 

Pro-Life Women’s Conference, St. Louis, MO 

July Birdies for Charity! (DCRTL – Bird #1662)  
Wednesday, 

4th 
Happy Independence Day! (DCRTL office is 
closed) 

Sunday, 8th - 
Sunday, 15th 

Biking for Babies 2018 National Ride  

Friday, 13th Deadline for final pledges to be sent to Birdies 
for Charity  

Thursday, 19th Board of Director’s Meeting  

Tuesday, 24th-
Sunday, 29th 

DCRTL Educational Exhibit Booth at the  
Dubuque County Fair  

Membership Event! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Adopted at birth and raised in Louisiana, David Scotton is on a 
journey to Indiana to meet the birth Parents he’s never known. 
His tattooed birth mother, Melissa, and reserved birth father, 

Brian, anxiously wait for him, concerned David will reject them 
for decisions they made before he was born. I Lived on Parker 

Avenue is a short documentary about a mother’s agony in   
choosing what’s best, the joy of a couple starting a family, and a 

young man’s search for where his life began. 

Please join us in watching this documentary at our office! 

Thursday, June 7th, at 7:00PM, DCRTL Office, 2205 Carter 
Road, Dubuque, IA 
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What a BEAUTIFUL 26th 
annual LIFE Dinner! 
Thank you to all who  
attended and to those who 
helped make the evening 
possible – what a success! 
It is absolutely amazing to 
see so many pro-lifers 

come together as one strong front, celebrating 
the beauty of LIFE. If you weren’t able to at-
tend the dinner (we missed your presence), our 
office has keynote speaker Mark Pickup’s talk 
audio recorded for you to listen to. It was also 
amazing to see so many people leaving with 
magnets, pins and mugs to spread the pro-life 
message. Even though we ran out of pins at the 
dinner, we have plenty at the office if you 
missed out on getting one. Of course we have 
an abundance of magnets for you too! Thank 
you for    spreading the pro-life message – to-
gether we can, and will, save lives! 
 
Even though the dinner turned out wonderfully, 
sometimes there are bumps in the road and that 
happens to be the case leading up to the dinner. 
Mark was expected to arrive in Dubuque on 
Wednesday night, two nights before the dinner, 
his last connection (of three!) from Canada. He 
was up since 4:00 AM that day to start his  
travel. Due to the thunder storms, his flight was 
unfortunately delayed as the plane had to wait 
on the runway until it was safe to fly, but then 
rerouted due to low fuel, and Mark ended up in 
Chicago around 10:00 PM. Since Mark has 
Multiple Sclerosis, he has a small scooter chair 
he rides around on, which of course he had to 
wait on the plane for after landing, which took 
quite some time. Everyone on the flight had to 

find a hotel that evening, including Mark. He 
was directed to a hotel nearly attached to the 
airport, so he left the airport to head to the hotel 
only to find out they had no rooms available. 
He got back to the airport to ask for help, but it 
was completely locked up and no one around. 
He had planned to stay in the entryway of the 
airport for the evening but luckily he called his 
daughter from back home in Canada and she 
was able to get him a hotel room and a taxi, 
around 3:00 AM. You could imagine by this 
point his MS was acting up quite badly since 
being up for nearly 24 hours. He got a few 
hours of shut eye until I reached out to him in 
the morning and found out what had happened. 
I was devastated for him and still can’t get over 
what he went through. Though, I truly believe 
everything happens for a reason – and of course 
despite the bad, some good came out of this. I 
picked up Mark from his hotel in Chicago and 
had the opportunity to have a great one-on-one 
pro-life conversation with him for three hours 
on our way back to Dubuque. I was grateful to 
not only learn a substantial amount from a very 
smart and experienced man, but to hear more of 
his story and about his wonderful family as 
well. I wish you all could have joined us on the 
journey back to Dubuque. It was one to remem-
ber! He expressed how dedicated he was to 
being with us for the LIFE Dinner that despite 
the travel struggles, he wasn’t going to give up. 
What a courageous man! After everything he 
went through, he gave us a strong, beautiful, 
and educational talk. Simply amazing.  
  
Yours in the service of LIFE, 
Ash 

A Note From Ashley Stackis, Executive Director 

Update On Senate File 359 – Fetal Body Parts Trafficking 
 

If you attended the LIFE Dinner on May 4th, we were proudly celebrating Governor Kim      
Reynolds who signed a historic bill protecting babies from abortion after a heartbeat has been 
detected.  
 

" I understand that not everyone will agree with this decision. But if death is determined when a 
heart stops beating, then doesn't a beating heart indicate life? For me, it is immoral to stop an 
innocent beating heart. For me, it is sickening to sell fetal body parts. For me, my faith leads me 
to protect every Iowan, no matter how small."   ~ Governor Kim Reynolds 
 

SF 359 stops trafficking of fetal body parts which remain following an elective abortion and also 
stops most abortions starting between 6-8 weeks when the heartbeat is detected. That’s around 
3,500 babies a year that will be saved from abortion! This makes Iowa the strongest pro-life state 
in America! We couldn’t be more proud, protecting the most vulnerable among us.  
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Ballot Names Party Their Stance On Abortion 

Federal Offices 
United States Representative District 1 
Rod Blum Republican Pro-life 

Abby Finkenauer Democratic Pro-abortion 

Thomas Heckroth Democratic Pro-abortion 

George Ramsey Democratic Pro-abortion 

Courtney L. Rowe Democratic Pro-abortion 

State Offices 
Governor 
Kim Reynolds Republican Pro-life 

Nate Boulton Democratic Pro-abortion 

Cathy Glasson Democratic Pro-abortion 

Fred Hubbell Democratic Pro-abortion 

Andrea Andy McGuire Democratic Pro-abortion 

John Norris Democratic Pro-abortion 

Ross Wilburn Democratic Pro-abortion 

Marco Battaglia Libertarian Pro-abortion 

Jake Porter Libertarian Believes government shouldn’t fund abortion    
providers but won’t vote for abortion restrictions 

Secretary of State 
Paul D. Pate Republican Pro-life 

Deidre DeJear Democratic Pro-abortion 

Jim Mowrer Democratic Pro-abortion 

Auditor of State 
Mary Mosiman Republican Pro-life 

Rob Sand Democratic Pro-abortion 

Treasurer of State 
No candidate Republican N/A 

Michael L. Fitzgerald Democratic Did not respond to inquiries 

Secretary of Agriculture 
Ray Gaesser Republican Pro-life 

Chad Ingels Republican Pro-life 

Craig Lang Republican Pro-life 

Mike Naig Republican Did not respond to inquiries 

Dan Zumbach Republican Did not respond to inquiries 

Tim Gannon Democratic Did not respond to inquiries 

Attorney General  
No candidate Republican N/A 

Tom Miller Democratic Pro-abortion 

Primary Elections On June 5th  

As a non-profit organization, we cannot endorse any candidates running for election. But we can 
provide you the educational information on their stance on the issue of abortion. Do they value 

human life from the moment of conception? See below to find out… 
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Ballot Names Party Their Stance On Abortion 

State Senator District 029 (Dubuque, Jackson, Jones Counties) 
Carrie Koelker Republican Pro-life 

Tod Bowman Democratic Pro-abortion 

State Representative District 057 (Dubuque County)   
Shannon Lundgren Republican Pro-life 

Nancy Fett Democratic Pro-abortion 

Leo Gansen Democratic Did not respond to inquiries 

Lucas J. Link Libertarian Pro-abortion 

State Representative District 099 (Dubuque County)   

Pauline Chilton Republican Pro-life 

Brad Cavanagh Democratic Pro-abortion 

Pat Cullen Democratic Pro-abortion 

Lindsay James Democratic Did not respond to inquiries 

State Representative District 100 (Dubuque County)   
Hank Linden Republican Pro-life 

Charles Isenhart Democratic Pro-abortion 

County Offices (Dubuque)   
County Board of Supervisors   

Curt Kiessling Republican Did not respond to inquiries 

Jay Wickham Democratic Did not respond to inquiries 

Ann McDonough Democratic Pro-abortion 

Roger Oberbroeckling Democratic Pro-abortion 

County Treasurer   

No candidate Republican N/A 

Eric Stierman Democratic Did not respond to inquiries 

County Recorder   
No candidate Republican N/A 

John Murphy Democratic Did not respond to inquiries 

County Attorney 

Scott J. Nelson Republican Pro-life 

Ry Meyer Democratic Pro-abortion 

C.J. May Democratic Pro-abortion

“I seriously think that one day we will look back on this [legalized abortion] and say 
that it was a holocaust. We’ll wonder what we were thinking, and we’ll be thankful to 

those that stood up against it.” ~Mark Davis Pickup 
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PROUD TO SUPPORT DUBUQUE 
COUNTY RIGHT TO LIFE

Michael Pennington Agency
960 Cedar Cross Rd  

��������	
��	����
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 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-557-7041

 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 

 

(563) 583-8271�

 Knippel’s
 RELIGIOUS GIFTS

 [Gifts & Supplies for the Sacraments]
 129 Main Street

 Dubuque, Iowa 52001
 563-582-5845

 All life is precious!

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”

 iFix2
 Repair iPhone & iPad Glass
 Facebook: iFix2
 Brendan Dolehide
 Technician
 brendandolehide@gmail.com
 563-564-3143
 1365 Valentine Dr. • Dubuque, IA
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 JOHN DOLEHIDE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

 “If people spent an hour
 a w eek in E ucharistic 
 A doration, abortion 
 w ould be ended.” 
 M other Teresa of C alcutta

 Sign up for an  hour or to sub at the
 P ow er of P rayer E ucharistic A doration  C hapel

 C all M elissa T ittle at 563-564-6365

 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991   or   800-550-4900
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 Larry
 Friedman
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(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME
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 Pat & Jerry
 Cullen

 Proud parents of 13



 2080 Elm Street #102
 Dubuque, Iowa 52001

 wardraymond63@gmail.com
 Ph. 563-495-6712

 Smart Recycling
 Save Money, Call Us!
 We Haul Used Appliances for Free

 Ray Ward
 IN “YOUR” HOME SENIOR CARE

 563-933-6235
 BOARDING HOME

 Rent by Day or Month

 6500 Chavenelle Road P.O. Box 895
 Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0895
 Phone:  563-583-2770
 Fax:  563-583-1934
 Cell:  563-542-2439
 Email:  mike@dbqscrewproducts.com

 Michael R. Scherr
 President

 Precision CNC/Screw
 Machine Products

 Dubuque Screw Dubuque Screw
 Products Inc. Products Inc.

 “Do whatever He tells 
 you.” John 2:5

 Jesus wants YOU
 to save the babies.

 John & Ellen 
 Markham

 protestpp@mchsi.com

Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 

 
 Paul & Ruth  

Fransen 
 

and 
 

Family 

 Attention Moms!
 Make a difference
 Work from home
 Laura Dolehide

 Independent Reliv Distributer

 563-590-5952
 www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 582-5323
 Patoneill335@yahoo.com

 Promoting 
 vocations

 to the
 priesthood and
 religious life.

 Knights of Columbus

 DEFEND L IFE!

 Ph. 5 63-556-6788

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa

 St. Joseph,
 protect

 the unborn!
 St. Joseph Catholic Church

 10270 Key West Dr., Dubuque
 563-582-7392 | www.stjosephkeywest.com

 Pastor: Fr. Rodney M. Allers

 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952
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 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
 Jer. 1:5

 Luke 1:41, NAB
 When E lizabeth

 heard Mary’s greeting, 
 the infant leaped
 in her womb...

 Joe K och

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for 
 legal services and the choice of a 
 lawyer are extremely important 
 decisions and should not be base 
 solely upon advertisements or self-
 proclaimed expertise. This disclosure 
 is required by the rule of the Supreme 
 Court of Iowa.

 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083 John & Ellie Freund

 S ACRED  H  EART

 OF  J  ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES

 Council #765
 Dickeyville, Kieler
 & Cuba City, WI

 Council #510
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #930
 St. Thomas Aquinas
 Cascade, IA
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Thank you to the Catholic Daughters of America for inviting DCRTL to speak at your 
annual Mother’s Day dinner! 

 

A big thank you to those who helped with the L.I.F.E. Dinner – LIFE Dinner        
Committee, Underwriters, Erin Heim, Stacy Stackis, Trina Hingten, Judy Buntemeyer, 
Jim Wachtel, George Rondinelli, Marquette Catholic High School, Peggy Leibfried, Al 

Troupe, KCRD 98.3 FM, Chuck Seipp 
 

Thank you to all who attended our annual LIFE Dinner! 
 

Thank you to Ken & Sharon Chapman for beautifying our landscaping year after year! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped make Mother’s Day Roses a success, especially 
Sara Brehm for organizing it all! 

Memorials & Honorariums 
In Memory Of: 

David Mescher, given by Dennis & Janet Gansemer 

Floyd Feldman, given by Mickey Burlage 

Heather Feldman, given by Bruce & Ann Scott 

Irene O’Brien, given by Dr. Virgil & Marian Bourek 

Kenneth Gassman, given by Lyle & Patricia Heiderschiet 

Larry Manternach, given by Lois Manternach 

Theresa Burkle, given by Mickey Burlage 
 

In Honor Of: 

Norma Fortman’s birthday, given by Mickey Burlage 
 

Get Well Wishes: 

Kay Thier, given by Mickey Burlage 

When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is 
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is 
engraved on our memorial plaque which is displayed in our office.  Simply send us, along 
with your gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family 
to whom you’d like the acknowledgement sent. We’ll be happy to send out cards. 

FROM OUR LIBRARY… 

PERSONHOOD 
The Tree of Life 

The Biblical Path to Pro-Life Victory in the 21st Century 
 

Edited by Daniel C. Becker, President and Founder of Personhood  
Alliance 

As we move toward the third decade of the 21st century, Christians 
concerned with defending the right to life face daunting new           
challenges. To protect fellow humans against emerging threats, we 
must re-examine the effectiveness of our most fundamental        
strategies. The following essays serve as a critical contribution to 

the conversation among individuals and organizations who, as   diverse as they may be, are   
unified on the biblical principles of the sanctity of human life and human dignity for all those 
created in the image of God – without exception and without compromise.  

Thank You! 
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Together, we can save lives. We are in the midst of a 
cultural, ideological war. Still, caught in the middle of it 
all are the preborn who continue to be assaulted,          
dismembered and treated like garbage or "parts" for profit 
by Planned Parenthood and others. 
 
The intention of Life Envelope Day is to flood the offices 
of the President, key government officials and the news 
media with the very clear message... that as a Nation, we 
must protect the innocent and that equal rights must be 
extended to all. The preborn are no exception!  
 

You can have a direct impact on this life and death battle with this year's 2018 Life Envelope Day 
Campaign. You don’t have to travel, march or even phone your elected officials. In the midst of 
all the rhetoric and noise, you can now have a DIRECT impact on the RIGHT policy-makers in 
Washington, DC with printed, physically-delivered 2018 Life Envelope Day envelopes. 
 

Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc. has thousands of red envelopes at our office 
that we would love to send! All you have to do is provide us with the stamps and 

we will do the rest! Help us save lives by making a visual impact. 

Life Envelope Day – Sunday, June 17th  

Birdies for Charity  
A friendly reminder that Dubuque County Right to Life 
is participating in Birdies for Charity this year! Please 
consider sending in your pledge card that you received with 
May’s newsletter, or if you need a new one we have plenty 
at the office for you!  

When you send in your pledge, DCRTL will receive 100% of the funds raised PLUS an additional 
5-10% bonus match! Simply make a one-time flat donation OR pledge one cent or more per   
birdie. After the tournament, you’ll be mailed a notice of your pledge amount due. As well, guess 
the birdies & win a two year lease on a 2018 Lexus NX! To enter the contest, guess the number of 
birdies that will actually be made by Tour Pros during the tournament. 

The deadline for final pledges to be sent to Birdies for Charity is Friday, July 13th. 

We hope that you will participate! Please give the DCRTL office a call (563-556-5960) if you 
have any questions.  

 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS

 Standing with women &
 unborn children!

 G OD
 is

 P RO -L IFE

 Dr. Charles & Mary Longo
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New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye
 stand with us

 for Life!

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org
 LIZ C  USHMAN

 USA Coordinator

 United in prayer
 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S  T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~

 Kathleen (Behr) Conlon ~ Kevin & Nancy Conlon
 Jason Schumacher

 PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS



You sit down, with a tiny 
gasp,  
Your heart racing so very 
fast.  
Your mind is set in disbelief,  
And yet, there is some 
strange relief. 
You put a hand up to your 
side,  
Trying to feel the new life 
inside.  
You wonder: how far along? 
Oh, Mama, please stay 
strong! 
You gently stroke my still 
small abode,  
And just for this moment, 
You are prepared to face the 
unknown, 
Whispering half to yourself,  
"Maybe we can get through 
this on our own." 
<><><><><><><> 
You fall asleep that night,  
Hoping, hoping things will 
turn out right. 
The next morning, you make 
a call 
Daddy must be told, after all. 
When he answers the phone,  
You ask him to come home. 
He guesses what you have to 
say,  
And tells you it doesn't have 
to be this way. 
Though you want to hang up, 
You helplessly listen to 
Daddy's voice. 
A quiet murmur that     
whispers "Choice."  
"It's your body, it's your life. 
This thing could never worth 
the price." 
More words, more lies, and 
then a fall.  
With a trembling voice, you 
make your second call.  
But it's not just your body, 
and shouldn't be your 
choice.  
If only you could hear my 
voice! 
Another rejection, a far 
deeper blow. 
Grandma wants you to kill 
me. 
Says you're a disgrace to all 
you know. 
Says you're too young, too 
weak. 
You argue, but then you quit. 
What can you do, you're just 
a girl? 
Suppose they're right!  
Suppose you can't bring a 
child into this world! 
Oh, Mama, please be strong! 
Keep up your fight! 
Just like yours, my heart is 
racing.  
Within you, I too, am    
pacing.  
I feel you trembling, as you 
shed quiet tears.  
Oh, Mama, don't give into 

these countless fears! 
When Daddy comes, you two 
embrace. 
He tells you he loves you 
more than anything. 
But me, your child, I'm a 
challenge too big to face. 
He tells you not to fear, 
That he'll see you through to 
the end. 
You can't bear to lose him,  
But you can't take my life, 
still so new. 
You beg him to wait, 
He agrees, now saying he 
wants this baby, too. 
<><><><><><><> 
Time passes, a whole week 
or two. 
I continue to grow steadily 
within you. 
You tell Grandpa, and Daddy 
tells his Mom. 
They threaten you both if you 
choose to give me life, 
Promising to take away 
everything you could ever 
use. 
Able to stand it no more, 
Daddy repeats the idea of 
your choice. 
He says you must kill me, or 
else he'll leave. 
Says you never should have 
been so naive. 
You begin to stumble, 
drowning in your fears. 
As you fall, you release a 
flood of tears. 
Your strength is failing, and 
you don't know what to do. 
Oh, Mama, please stay 
strong, and know I love you. 
It's not just your body, and 
shouldn't be your choice.  
If only you could hear my 
voice! 
That night, you lay sleepless 
on the couch. 
Trying to imagine your life 
without 
Me or him, with life or death. 
Between your quiet sobs, you 
draw in heavy breaths. 
"Baby, please forgive me, for 
what I'm about to do! 
Heaven knows I cannot take 
care of you!" 
Your gentle hands lay over 
my quiet home, 
And I weep within you, the 
life to be lost will be my 
own.  
Oh, Mama, never have you 
felt so alone,  
If only my love for you could 
be shown. 
The next day, your choice is 
made, 
And you follow Daddy 
towards the car. 
With every step your courage 
fades. 
Is this really your only  
option? 

Is this truly what is best? 
Your heart knows the   
answers,  
But you will not confess. 
Daddy leads you past quiet 
people deep in prayer, 
People who offer truth and 
hope, in the midst of your 
despair. 
You want to stop, and speak 
But Daddy pulls you along,  
Insisting that it must be done 
this week. 
Reluctantly, you turn away.  
Oh, Mama, if only you had 
heard what they had to say! 
It doesn't have to end this 
way!  
I know you won't forget this 
day. 
You and Daddy sit quietly in 
a room,  
Your mind is trying to think 
of a way out,  
A way to give life to the 
child growing within your 
womb. 
Daddy holds you tightly, 
sensing your every doubt. 
As I cling to you from  
within, 
I still feel your gentle touch, 
a silent goodbye. 
I feel you shudder, as greater 
fear sets in. 
As the minutes pass, one 
thought passes through my 
mind:  
Why? 
When at last your name is 
called,  
You are taken from Daddy 
down another hall. 
You start crying, and you 
want to scream, 
"I don't want this! Don't do 
this! Don't kill my baby!" 
Oh Mama, I love you, and 
wish there was a way 
For you to know how dearly 
so.  
I am still alive, and wish I 
could take you pain away. 
Oh, Mama, please do not 
give up on me this day! 
You want know if I have a 
heartbeat,  
You want to see me on the 
screen. 
But the workers refuse,  
Your money they cannot 
lose. 
They fill your mind with still 
more lies.  
"It's just a blob of tissue. Not 
a baby yet. Hardly even 
alive." 
You want to believe what 
they say is true, 
And convince yourself it 
won't be a child you lose. 
And with this thought, you 
let them tear me apart. 
First my head, then my 
hands, until at last, they reach 

my heart.  
Your pain intensifies, the 
hurt stronger than anything 
you have felt before. 
Until at last, your precious 
child is no more. 
As the procedure ends, true 
pain sets in. 
Your eyes fall upon my head, 
my hands, my feet 
Resting in the jar assigned.  
You hear a cold voice say, 
"12 weeks." 
And realize that your baby's 
gone,  
That you should've fought for 
me. 
Whispers floating all around,  
Your already breaking world 
comes crashing down.  
Your eyes fixed on my tiny, 
lifeless face,  
Your heart now forever 
breaks. 
<><><><><><><> 
I was the answer to your once 
forgotten prayers.  
I was your daughter, your 
darling, your princess. 
I was the reason for you to be 
strong,  
Especially when you and the 
world didn't get along. 
Oh, Mama, I was a gift from 
God, so blessed! 
Your mistakes, they hurt us 
both.  
They took from us the joy we 
never knew. 
Your choice, it hurt another, 
too.  
God's Handiwork was 
marred, torn limb by limb 
apart. 
I know you miss the child 
you never knew. 
I have seen everything you 
ever went through.  
I had Daddy's lips, and your 
gentle eyes.  
I would have been sweet, 
kind, and wise. 
I would have been very much 
like you, small surprise! 
I would have been your little 
girl,  
The luckiest and most loved 
child in all the world.  
Oh, Mama, I see you long for 
smiles, giggles, and a baby's 
sweet kiss,  
And most of all, for the 
loving life of hard earned 
bliss. 
Mama, I know you regret 
your choice. 
I know you long to hear my 
voice. 
And as I watch you from 
above,  
My heart filled with sorrow, 
but also love. 
 

By: Isabella Auer 

I decided to try and participate in Catholic Harbor's online poetry challenge. The theme was to be 
about abortion, specifically reflecting how an unborn child may feel about the tragedy of it. And 

this is what I came up with: 

We are blown away by this young woman. The following was sent to us from Isabella Auer: 
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Me... 

Pro-Life Scholarship Recipients!  
Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc. is very proud and honored to be able to award scholarship 
monies to deserving young men and women in our community who advocate for protecting the 
born and unborn, from conception to natural death. 

This year we awarded a total of $7,500 (thanks to our generous donors!) in scholarship monies to 
qualifying graduating seniors who plan to attend college. Many well written entries were        
submitted. Through an intense process, finalists were selected to participate in the speech contest. 
These students demonstrated leadership and conviction in the pro-life movement, as well as 
logged many hours of service to the cause of protecting human life. On Saturday, March 31, an 
eager crowd of listeners and a panel of strict judges witnessed the delivery of polished and     
profound pro-life speeches from these students. They are challenged to take their pro-life message 
to college as they can accomplish incredible work simply by sharing their stories.  

We were delighted to announce the names of the scholarship recipients at our annual L.I.F.E. 
Dinner on May 4. Below is the remarkable group of pro-life students, listed from left to right, and 
the amount of the scholarship they received; 

Amanda Koos, Marquette, $500 
Paige Lampe, Marquette, $1,500 

Anna Herrig, Wahlert, $500 
Lauren Krapfl, Western Dubuque, $500 

Anika Brehm, Beckman, $1,000 
Claire Grebner, Beckman, $1,500 
Matthew Pfab, Beckman, $1,500 

 

Congratulations to everyone and the 
best of luck in your future            

endeavors!  
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