
 Life is for Everyone

Wish List 
�� Postage Stamps 
�� Toilet paper 

�� Computer Monitor 
�� RSVP’s for LIFE Dinner 

Have a positive, uplifting, pro-life story to share? Please share it with us, we would love to    
feature it in our newsletter! Feel free to email it to dcrtl@dcrtl.org or mail it to 2205 Carter Road, 

Dubuque, IA.  

What will I find in this newsletter? 
��A note from Ashley Stackis, Executive Director 

��Upcoming news & events 

��From our library 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY! 

Are you interested in volunteering for LIFE?! Were you a prayerful protester who successfully 
shut down Planned Parenthood in Dubuque and now need a new way to connect with your     

protesting friends? We have an opportunity for you to reminisce with them! Every month we 
mail approximately 1,500 newsletters and need your help with labeling! 

One Thursday per month, either the third or fourth Thursday, 9:00AM, at the DCRTL Office 
(2205 Carter Road, Dubuque, IA). It typically only takes 1-1.5 hours and of course, coffee is  

provided!  

What a great way to connect with other pro-life advocates and to volunteer at the same 
time! 

If you would like to be added to the calling list, please call our office and speak with Erica.  
Once a month she will call you with the date of the mailing to see if you’re available to help.            

We hope you’ll join us! 
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Office Personnel: 
Ashley Stackis 
Execu�ve Director 
Erica Ward 
Secretary 
 
 

Board of Directors:  
Cassie Schetgen 
Chairman  
Art Gilloon, Esq. 
Vice-Chairman 
Sara Freund 
Secretary 
John Freund, Jr., Esq 
Treasurer 
 
 

Board Members: 
Marian Bourek 
Joyce Honkamp 
Leon Jensen 
Ellen Markham 
Fr. Andrew Marr 
Jessica Pennington 
Mike Scherr 
 
 

Contact Us: 
2205 Carter Road 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 
(563) 556-5960 
DCRTL@dcrtl.org  
www.dcrtl.org 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday — Friday:  
9 am—4 pm 
Weekends: Closed 
 

Dyersville Office: 
1657 15th Avenue S.E. 
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 
(563) 875-9152 
 
Dubuque County Right to 
Life, Inc. is a non-profit,  
non-sectarian, educational  
organization dedicated to 
preserving and fostering 
respect for human life from 
conception to natural death.  
We educate the public 
about the dangers of  
abortion, euthanasia and 
infanticide. 

April Abortion Recovery Month 

Sunday, 1st Happy Easter!! 

Thursday, 5th Membership Event! Author  and speaker , 
Luana Stoltenberg, will tell of her abortion 
recovery story, 7pm, DCRTL Office – All are 
welcome!  

Saturday, 7th Easter Egg Hunt & Crafts, 9am, DCRTL 
Office – Bring the whole family for lots of 
fun!! 

Monday, 9th Mass for the Unborn, 7pm mass, 6:25pm 
rosary, St. Joseph the Worker  

Friday, 13th RSVP deadline for the LIFE Dinner – You 
don’t want to miss it!  

Sunday, 15th IHOP donating 20% of your meal to 
DCRTL from 2pm-10pm  

Thursday, 19th Board of Director’s Meeting  

Friday, 20th National Pro-Life T-Shirt Day!  

May No membership event this month!  
Friday, 4th LIFE Dinner! 5:30pm, Grand River  Center   

Saturday, 12th-
Sunday, 13th 

Mother’s Day Roses available at local 
churches  

Thursday, 17th Board of Director’s Meeting  

EASTER EGG HUNT & CRAFTS  
Saturday, April 7th  

9:00 AM, DCRTL Office 

We have a very special morning planned for you 
and your family, to celebrate Easter! Please join 

us for an Easter egg hunt, crafts, coloring, snacks, 
and fun at the DCRTL office! All ages are      

welcome – bring your children, grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, neighbors, etc. The more the 

merrier!  
 

We can’t wait to see you there!  
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A note from Ashley Stackis, Executive Director 
Happy April! ☺ 
  
As you may have    
noticed in the calendar 
section to the left, we 
have a lot going on here 
at DCRTL! We are very 
excited to provide these 
events for our member-

ship (you!) and hope you can attend, we would 
love to have you! Please don’t be shy!  
 
I read a statement the other day that I want to 
share with you.  

  
“The problem is that most pro choicers have no 
idea what we actually believe..” -Steven Lopez, 
Spiritus Films 
 
This hit close to home for me as time and time 
again I find this to be true, especially on social 
media. We need to remember that pro-aborts 
really don’t know what we believe, but it is our 
duty and responsibility to share our beliefs and 
knowledge with them. Being quiet and saying 
nothing only assures them of what they know, 
or in reality, what they don’t know. And they 
don’t know that they don’t know (say that ten 

times fast!). Unfortunately, those who are pro-
abort, or those unsure of their stance, probably 
haven’t had an opportunity to learn why they 
should be pro-life. So go ahead, have that   
conversation, and even though it may be tough, 
don’t be afraid. Lead with your heart, because 
in your heart you know the truth, the beauty of 
life.  

 
Sometimes that conversation may be difficult 
to start – so let DCRTL help you! We have 
many conversation starters for you – bumper 
magnets, pins, pens, mugs, bags, shirts,     
stickers, brochures, etc. I personally have a   
pro-life license plate and am incredibly 
PROUD to have that display of pro-life   
awareness wherever I go. Even if it only makes 
someone stop and think about their stance, 
that’s what matters. Awareness is key. Stop by 
the office and check out what we have – we 
would love to help you find what you need.  
 
Don’t keep the beauty of life to yourself – 
share it, display it, and be proud of it!  
 
Yours in the service of LIFE, 
Ash 

FROM OUR LIBRARY… 
The speaker for our April Membership Event (April 5th at 
7:00PM) is Luana Stoltenberg – please join us in hearing her 
story of healing. She also graciously donated her book, Singing in 
the Wilderness, to our library – feel free to check it out!  
 

Singing in the Wilderness 

At fifteen, Luana became pregnant. Ironically, her pregnancy gave 
her a way out of a home filled with alcohol abuse, and dysfunction. 
She married, but suffered a miscarriage, and the marriage ended. 
Seeking love and acceptance, Luana’s promiscuous lifestyle resulted in another unplanned     
pregnancy. Desperate and scared, she was convinced abortion was her only option. 

Her life spiraled down into depression, drug and alcohol abuse, and failed suicide attempts. After 
two more pregnancies and abortions, she lost all hope. But God had a plan. Luana received Christ, 
and her life was transformed.  

She later married a loving, Christian man. However, their attempts to have children were        
unsuccessful. Infertile as a result of the abortions, she realized the only children she would ever 
bear she had killed. Through heartache, they decided to adopt a child from India. 

God began opening doors, and Luana was catapulted into a world of politics and prolife         
advocacy.  

This book showcases the power of Christ to heal and restore people from addictions and traumatic 
events. Her healing journey with Christ- and the authority of His Word and prayer- allow Luana 
to speak truth and hope to others who are on the path of self-destruction.  
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MASS FOR THE UNBORN 
 
The feast of the Annunciation is usually celebrated on March 25th. This year it is moved to April 
9th. At the annunciation, Mary said yes to being the mother of Jesus. We will be praying for all 
women who might be struggling with the decision to say yes to life. Join us on Monday, April 9, 
2018 at St. Joseph the Worker for Mass at 7:00pm. We will begin with a rosary at 6:25pm. Please 
join us for baked goods and refreshments in the church basement following the Mass.  

WHEN IS ABORTION RECOVERY AWARENESS MONTH? 
 

The month of April is Abortion Recovery Awareness Month! 
 
Some women personally become “aware” of abortion complications, the moment they get off the 
table. Men often become aware the second their girlfriend/wife rolls out of the operating room. 
However, most individuals usually don’t become aware of the prospects for recovery until days, 
weeks or even years later. Abortion hurts individuals and families.  
 
Abortion recovery changes a person’s life! Most abortion clients search out healing opportunities 
only when their pain becomes unbearable, they are triggered by something, or they are           
encouraged by a friend or family member to seek help. The goal of Abortion Recovery       
Awareness Month is to enlighten society by raising awareness of abortion and its aftermath. We 
also want to inform people of the recovery opportunities that are available.  
 
Some of the women’s recovery resources are: Forgiven & Set Free, Free Me to 
Life, HEART - Healing the Effects of Abortion Related Trauma, Her Choice to Heal, Into My 
Arms, Living in Color, No One Told Me I Could Cry, Oil of Joy Instead of Mourning, Project 
Rachel, Rachel’s Vineyard, SaveOne: A Guide to Emotional Healing After Abortion,             
Surrendering the Secret, The Journey, and Victims of Choice.  
 
Some of the men’s recovery resources are: Healing A Father’s Heart, House of 
Essau, Missing Arrows – Fatherhood Lost, Rachel’s Vineyard for Men, Reconciled, and SaveOne 
for Men.  
 
To find more information regarding Abortion Recovery Awareness Month and other resources, 
please feel free to contact our office.  
 

(2008-2017). What IS Abortion Recovery Awareness Month?. Retrieved from www.abortionrecoveryinternational.org  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dubuque County Right to Life has submitted an Abortion Recovery Month Proclamation 
and it has been approved by the Governor’s Office! The purpose of the Proclamation is to 
promote healing and recovery for individuals and families who suffer from the devastating 
effects of abortion, and to promote organizations in Iowa who aid in healing and recovery 
for those in pain.  

 

Proclamation 
 
WHEREAS: many Iowa organizations offer support and recovery services to those 

who have had abortions or who have been impacted by abortion; and 
 
WHEREAS: many organizations in Iowa promote policies that reinforce a culture 

of life and hope; and 
 
WHEREAS: abortion recovery programs help individuals heal by providing    

counseling, support groups, encouragement, and education; and 
 
WHEREAS: Abortion Recovery Month encourages and promotes healing         

opportunities and raises awareness of the aftermath of abortion     
experienced by individuals and families.  
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 ______ Yes, I/we can attend. Please r eserve ______ seat(s). 

Reservations can also be called in to our office at 563-556-5960 or 
completed online at http://lifedinner2018.eventbrite.com 

______ I/We cannot attend. Please accept $ ______ as a donation to fur ther  the work of 
Dubuque County Right to Life, Inc. 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________ 

Space is limited. Reservations and seating requests must be received no later than 
Friday, April 13, 2018. 

You are invited to DCRTL’s 26th annual LIFE Dinner featuring 
Mark Davis Pickup 

Friday, May 4, 2018 
Grand River Center 

Mark Pickup    
has spoken across 

North America 
warning against 

accepting          
euthanasia and 

assisted suicide. He 
has addressed   

politicians in Canada and the United 
States, churches and denominational    

leaders, universities, high schools and 
community groups, hospital medical staffs, 

local, state and provincial pro-life          
conventions as well as keynote speaker to 

U.S. National Right to Life Prayer    
Breakfasts (2001, 2005, and 2010). Mark 
is extensively published in Canadian and 

U.S. publications. He has appeared on  
innumerable radio and television programs 

warning against a  cultural drift toward 
euthanasia aceptance. Mark has received 
numerous awards for his work including 

the Monsignor Bill Irwin Award for     
Ethical Excellence and a Governor      

General’s Medal for community service. 

 Below is audience feedback from a recent 
medical conference where Mark spoke 

about a Christian’s perspective suffering 
with incurable neurological disease and 

degenerative disability. 

“I have heard many speakers at many 
different venues and Mr. Pickup is the 

best I have ever heard..” 
 

“Very articulate speaker, inspiring.” 
“Great speaker. He has left me         

speechless!” 
 

“Mark was captivating and showed how 
suffering changed his life. He is such a 
humble man and was an inspiration to 

me.” 
 
 
 

5:30 P.M. Social Hour 

6:45 P.M. Complimentary Dinner  

(Roast Beef Sirloin, Sweet Potato Mash,    
Spinach Salad w/ Toasted Almonds and     

Mandarin Oranges) 

7:45 P.M. Speaker 
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PROUD TO SUPPORT DUBUQUE 
COUNTY RIGHT TO LIFE

Michael Pennington Agency
960 Cedar Cross Rd  
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 Standing with women &
 unborn children!
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 Dr. Charles & Mary Longo
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New Melleray Abbey | Est. 1849

888.433.6934
Peosta, Iowa

www.trappistcaskets.com 

 J ESUS,
 I TRUST
 IN YOU!

 Bill & Jan Frye
 stand with us

 for Life!

 St. Joseph’s Woodshop
 Hand-crafted furniture & woodwork 

 built to suit our customer’s needs

 Mike & Sara Brehm & Family
 8605 Tennis Lane • Peosta, Iowa 52068

 563-557-7041

 Love them
 BOTH!

 St. Columbkille
 Catholic Church

 1240 Rush St., Dubuque
 563-583-9117

 www.stcolumbkille.net

Rondinelli 
Music/Audio 

 

(563) 583-8271�

 Knippel’s
 RELIGIOUS GIFTS

 [Gifts & Supplies for the Sacraments]
 129 Main Street

 Dubuque, Iowa 52001
 563-582-5845

 All life is precious!

 A G ift to Treasure

The

ubuque
dvertiserA

D
“The Little Paper with the Big Impact”

(563) 552-6288
Email: 

director@marysinnmaternityhome.org
Website: 

www.marysinnmaternityhome.org

MARY’S INN 
MATERNITY HOME

���������	�
�	������������
�

��������������

 Pat & Jerry
 Cullen

 Proud parents of 13

 To join or start a group contact:
 usa@mothersprayers.org
 LIZ C  USHMAN

 USA Coordinator

 MOTHERS 
 PRAYERS
 United in prayer

 we save our children

 Honoring the Sanctity of Life
 Since 1936

 Funeral Home
 1491  M AIN  S  T  ~ (563) 582-3297

 ~  www.behrfuneralhome.com  ~

 Kathleen (Behr) Conlon ~ Kevin & Nancy Conlon
 Jason Schumacher
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 2080 Elm Street #102
 Dubuque, Iowa 52001

 wardraymond63@gmail.com
 Ph. 563-495-6712

 Smart Recycling
 Save Money, Call Us!
 We Haul Used Appliances for Free

 Ray Ward
 IN “YOUR” HOME SENIOR CARE

 563-933-6235
 BOARDING HOME

 Rent by Day or Month

 6500 Chavenelle Road P.O. Box 895
 Dubuque, Iowa 52004-0895
 Phone:  563-583-2770
 Fax:  563-583-1934
 Cell:  563-542-2439
 Email:  mike@dbqscrewproducts.com

 Michael R. Scherr
 President

 Precision CNC/Screw
 Machine Products

 Dubuque Screw Dubuque Screw
 Products Inc. Products Inc.

 “Do whatever He tells 
 you.” John 2:5

 Jesus wants YOU
 to save the babies.

 John & Ellen 
 Markham

 protestpp@mchsi.com

Drs. Clark &  
Ann Williams 

OUR LADY  
OF LIFE, 

PRAY FOR US. 

 
 Paul & Ruth  

Fransen 
 

and 
 

Family 

 Attention Moms!
 Make a difference
 Work from home
 Laura Dolehide

 Independent Reliv Distributer

 563-590-5952
 www.lauradolehide.reliv.com

 Serra Club of Dubuque
 P.O. Box 461 • Dubuque, IA 52004

 Phone: (563) 582-5323
 Patoneill335@yahoo.com

 Promoting 
 vocations

 to the
 priesthood and
 religious life.

 Knights of Columbus
 Council #765

 Dickeyville, Kieler
 & Cuba City, WI

 Council #510
 Dubuque, IA

 Council #5513
 Peosta, IA

 Council #7527
 Bishop O’Neill Council
 East Dubuque, IL

 Council #7823
 Epworth, IA

 Council #15813
 St. Columbkille
 Dubuque, IA

 DEFEND
 LIFE!

 Ph. 5 63-556-6788

 Leonard Funeral Home
 believes in the dignity of life!

 Leonard Funeral Home & Crematory

 2595 Rockdale Road
 Dubuque, Iowa

 St. Joseph,
 protect

 the unborn!
 St. Joseph Catholic Church

 10270 Key West Dr., Dubuque
 563-582-7392 | www.stjosephkeywest.com

 Pastor: Fr. Rodney M. Allers

 Proudly  supporting
 LIFE!

 1475 Associates Dr., Dubuque | 563-557-9952
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 St. Anthony
 Catholic Church

 870 St. Ambrose St.
 Dubuque, IA

 563-588-0571
 www.stanthony-dubuque.org

 Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.
 Jer. 1:5

 Luke 1:41, NAB
 When E lizabeth

 heard Mary’s greeting, 
 the infant leaped
 in her womb...

 Joe Koch

 John D. Freund
 Ph: (563) 587-8050

 www.jdfreundlaw.com

 Freund Law Firm, P.C.  The determination of the need for 
 legal services and the choice of a 
 lawyer are extremely important 
 decisions and should not be base 
 solely upon advertisements or self-
 proclaimed expertise. This disclosure 
 is required by the rule of the Supreme 
 Court of Iowa.

 Animal Health Clinic
 Dyersville, IA

 Dr. Virgil Bourek, DVM
 563-875-6083 John & Ellie Freund

 S ACRED  H  EART

 OF  J  ESUS ,
 PLEASE   PROTECT

 OUR   FAMILIES



PLANNED PARENTHOOD BACKER, FRED HUBBELL, 
RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR 

 
It seems too soon for political campaigning but that has not stopped some people. One of those is 
Fred Hubbell who is running for Governor in the state of Iowa. Some of his commercials have 
been airing for the past couple months. In one of the most recent commercials, the narrator states 
“Fred and Charlotte believe women need access to quality health care. So they helped buy a 
building to open a new Planned Parenthood clinic in Dubuque”.  
 
Dubuque County Right to Life and our dedicated members have worked countless hours 
saving lives by getting Planned Parenthood out of Dubuque and prefer they don’t return. 
When voting, we please ask that you consider to keep life issues in mind.  

IHOP DONATING 20% OF YOUR MEAL TO DCRTL ON  
APRIL 15, BETWEEN 2PM - 10PM 

 
On Sunday, April 15th, from 2:00PM - 

10:00PM, please join us at IHOP! 
Call someone special or get a group of your 

friends together to share dinner with as 
IHOP will be donating back 20% of your 

meal to Dubuque County Right to Life. How 
wonderful! 

 

Please RSVP (www.groupraise.com/events/55249) as we need a minimum of 20 people 
to commit to eat in support of our organization. You don’t have to RSVP to attend, but 
we need a minimum of 20 people to commit. See you there!  

 
National pro-life t-shirt day is April 20, 2018!  

One day of action to wear your favorite pro-life t-shirt       
everywhere you go!  

 
Don’t have a pro-life t-shirt? Stop by our office for one. 

We have plenty!  
 

American Life League Life Defenders have hosted this day 
since the 1990s and their goal has always remained the same: 

to empower young people to speak up and defend the       
innocent babies killed through abortion. DCRTL wants to 
encourage each and every one of you to participate in this 

great event too! Take a picture with your family and friends 
wearing your pro-life t-shirts and email it to us so we can 

share it on our website and Facebook page! What a fun way 
to spread the pro-life message!  
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SEVEN REASONS TO BOYCOTT THE MARCH OF DIMES 
 

 

 

Although pro-lifers have been boycotting the March of Dimes (MOD) since the 1970’s, the   
general public seems unaware of the boycott and continues to support MOD. To help educate 
more people on the facts, we have provided a list of seven good reasons for boycotting MOD: 

1. Their emphasis on pre-natal diagnosis of birth defects, for which abortion is often the 
 “treatment” 
2. Their close ties to the eugenics movement 
3. Their support of experimentation on live babies in the womb and on tissue from aborted babies 
4. Their support of federally funded embryo-destructive stem cell research and pre-implantation 
 genetic diagnosis (PGD) 
5. Their dishonesty in ignoring the connection between prior abortions and premature birth 
6. Their grants to Planned Parenthood 
7. Their “neutral” stance on abortion, which accepts and encourages abortion by its silence 
 
The March of Dimes is a well-known organization that arrays huge resources for the purpose of 
reducing the incidence of birth defects. MOD has improved the lives of many by striving to   
improve prenatal care and by providing treatment to children born with birth defects. This is what 
the public sees and supports, and it helps MOD to maintain a positive image as it organizes    
battalions of volunteers to raise money at the grass roots level. However, as our list indicates, 
there is a lot more going on behind this public face. 

Enouen, S. (2017, August). Seven Reasons to Boycott the March of Dimes. Retrieved from https://lifeissues.org 
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 PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

MONTH OF APRIL BOYCOTT LIST 
 

Life Decisions International publishes a Boycott List every year listing the different corporations 
who directly support Planned Parenthood. If you are interested in the full list please contact our 
office, and if you would like to receive our weekly Boycott List emails, please contact Erica at 
reception@dcrtl.org.  
 

�� Clif Bar – Blocks Energy Chews, Builder’s Bar, Clif C, Clif Kid, Crnch, Kit’s    
Organic, Luna Bar, Mojo Bar 

�� Marriott – Courtyard, Fairfield, Sheraton, Renaissance, Residence, St. Regis, 
TownePlace Suites, Westin 

�� Diane Von Furstenberg – apparel, eyewear, footwear 
�� Ralph Lauren – Apparel (American Living, Black Label, Blue Label, Chaps, Club 

Monaco, Purple Label, RRL, Rugby) 
�� Walt Disney – ABC Family, A&E, Bio, Crime & Investigation, ESPN Networks, 

FYI, History, Hungama, Lifetime Networks, Buena Vista, Freeform, Marvel, The 
Muppets Studio, Hulu.com 

 iFix2
 Repair iPhone & iPad Glass
 Facebook: iFix2
 Brendan Dolehide
 Technician
 brendandolehide@gmail.com
 563-564-3143
 1365 Valentine Dr. • Dubuque, IA
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 JOHN DOLEHIDE, D.O.
 Urology, Medical Associates

 563-584-3490 | Dubuque, Iowa

“It is the right of every pregnant 
woman to give birth…and the right 

of every child to be born.”

 “If people spent an hour
 a w eek in E ucharistic 
 A doration, abortion 
 w ould be ended.” 
 M other Teresa of C alcutta

 Sign up for an  hour or to sub at the
 P ow er of P rayer E ucharistic A doration  C hapel

 C all M elissa T ittle at 563-564-6365

 221 West 9th Street, Dubuque, Iowa
 563-556-1991   or   800-550-4900
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Memorials & Honorariums 
  

In Memory Of: 

Earl Brehm, give by Bill & Mary Mormann, Ed & Mary Kluesner  and J im & Kathy  
Conlon 

George Freund, in memory of the 98th anniversary of his bir th, given by John & Amy 
Freund 

Irene Graves, given by Michael Mar tin 

Irene Theobald, given by J im & Kathy Conlon 

Janette Stanton, given by Ed & Mary Kluesner  

Joseph Hickson, given by Tony & Janice Krapfl 

Joseph Ward, given by Mary Ann Fangman 

Pearl Kaufman, given by Tony & Janice Krapfl 

Rosemary Smith-Schoen, given by Rod Smith 

Sr. Lillian Marie Connolly R.S.M., given by Ed & Mary Kluesner  
 

In Honor Of: 

Fr. Richard Kuhn’s 90th Bir thday, given by Dr . Virgil & Marian Bourek 

Jack Mescher’s Bir thday, given by Dick & Jean Mescher  

Toni Krammer, in celebration of her  98th Bir thday, given by Bob & Bernie Cobleigh  
 

Get Well Wish: 

Darline Schuman, for  her  health and eye problems 

 

When a gift is given in memory or in honor of a loved one, an acknowledgement card is 
sent to the person or family you designate. With gifts of $250 or greater, their name is 
engraved on our memorial plaque which is displayed in our office.  Simply send us, along 
with your gift, the name of the person you are honoring and the name and address of the family. 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all who attended our March Membership Event – what a beautiful story from 
Julie Casey about the birth of her daughter, Sarah, and how far she has come today.  

 
Happy Joe’s on University Avenue for donating to our first Easter Egg Hunt! 

 
Lange Sign, for their donation of services to our office. 

 
Thank you to Dee Schilling, Stacy Stackis, Marian Bourek, Jackie Crimmins, Laura     

Dolehide, Kate Dolehide, Ellen Markham, and Maureen Ward for all of your help with the 
LIFE Dinner invite stuffing & mailing!  

A QUOTEABLE QUOTE  
 
 

“If all of us do all we can, we will once again, in our time, restore the 
sanctity of life to the center of American law.” 

-Vice President Mike Pence 
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Euthanasia is the intentional killing of a person, and assisted suicide is suicide committed by 
someone with assistance from another person. Some people advocate for euthanasia and assisted 
suicide because they believe those are merciful acts. However, intentionally killing a human being 
is always wrong. These acts use killing as a solution to problems that are best addressed 
with caring help. Assisted suicide is a very slippery slope that could lead to abuse and coercion of 
patients.  

From the Patients Rights Action Fund:  “Though physician-assisted suicide is often presented as a 
matter of individual liberty, there are significant public health and safety concerns associated with 
the practice. While advocates of assisted suicide often describe it as a means of allowing patients 
to avoid physical pain and suffering, data indicate that many turn to assisted suicide over financial 
concerns or fears of becoming dependent and a burden on their caretakers. In these cases, the 
patient’s distress is emotional rather than physical, and should be regarded and treated as such. 

Allowing physician-assisted suicide could also lead to circumstances in which patients are     
coerced or even forced to undergo it. Supporters of legalizing assisted suicide often point to the 
lack of evidence of any abuse under Oregon’s Death With Dignity Act as a means of allaying this 
concern, however, estimates indicate that instances of elder abuse are actually around 10 percent, 
which suggests there is instead a lack of documentation. The drugs and their distribution are not 
sufficiently regulated to shield their recipients from abuse. 

Despite the fact that there is often a link between a stated desire to die and depression, data from 
the most recent report about Oregon’s law indicate that less than 4 percent of patients seeking a 
prescription for lethal drugs were referred for a mental health evaluation. Typically, when a   
patient says they want to die, resources are directed to reversing this stated wish. The data      
however indicates these terminally ill patients are given a lower standard of care than the general 
population. 

Physician-assisted suicide could also lead to an adverse impact on members of the patient’s   
community. Some terminally ill patients seek a prescription for lethal drugs in order to have   
access to them if they should so choose, but never take them and die of natural causes instead. 

For instance, in Oregon — one of just a handful of states where physician assisted suicide is legal 
— 1,749 prescriptions for lethal drugs have been written, and 64 percent of these prescriptions 
lead to documented deaths following ingestion. That leaves a remaining 36 percent of drugs that 
were not ingested by the patient who received them. What, then, happens to these unused drugs? 
Amid a national suicide epidemic, these unused drugs may fall into the hands of others if they are 
not adequately secured and regulated. Research has shown, after controlling for demographics 
and other factors, physician-assisted suicide is associated with an increase in both assisted and 
non-assisted suicide rates. If the suicide contagion effect is beyond question how is it safe to make 
assisted suicide public policy? 

With potential assisted suicide bills, please consider legislation that would increase the  
quality of care for the elderly, the sick, the disabled and the vulnerable rather than        
sanctioning a law that results in the devaluing and destruction of their lives.” 
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